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contradictions 


Since  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church  established  a 
branch  plant  in  Toronto  a  year  ago,  it  has  endeavoured 
to  become  a  leading  force  in  the  gay  community.  Its  bi- 
weekly publication,  Metropolitan  Community  Mews,  is  wide- 
ly distributed  in  this  city's  bars  and  baths.  The  local 
Pastor  has  struggled  to  give  the  church  a  high  public 
profile  in  an  attempt  to  win  acceptance  within  the  gay 
and  straight  communities.  As  a  result  of  these  efforts, 
MCC  appears  to  be  acquiring  a  small,  but  nonetheless 
solid,  following  within  the  gay  ghetto.  To  date,  the 
gay  movement  has  not  come  to  terms  with  MCC  as  a  phen- 
omenon in  the  gay  community.  It  is,  therefore,  time  to 
do  so. 

MCC  is  an  institution  which  displays  two  noteworthy  char- 
acteristics. First  it  is  not  a  democratic  institution. 
Although  there  are  mechanisms  for  input  from  its  members, 
its  decisions  and  policies  are  formulated  at  the  top  and 
passed  down.  Second,  MCC  is  an  institution  with  a  mes- 
sage. In  this,  it  resembles  many  ideology-oriented  or- 
ganisations all  across  the  political  spectrum,  including 
those  which  make  up  the  gay  liberation  movement. 

MCC,  indeed,  has  two  distinct  messages  to  offer  to  its 
members  and  the  world  at  large. 

It  affirms  that  gay  is  good.   It  shares  this  message  with 
other  organisations  of  the  gay  liberation  movement  and 
it  is  on  this  that  its  legitimacy  as  part  of  the  gay  lib- 
eration movement  rests. 

The  second  message  broadcast  by  MCC  is  something  more  dif- 
fuse and  ambiguous:   the  content  of  Christian  belief. 
This  is  what  MCC  has  in  common  with  other  Christian  churches 

In  coming  to  terms  with  MCC,  the  movement  has  to  ask  wheth- 
er the  two  distinct  messages  of  the  Church  are  in  conflict. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  contradictory  nature  of  MCC's 
two  messages  is  clear.  One  may  quibble  about  the  precise 
content  of  Christianity,  but  most  would  agree  that  the  New 
Testament  is  its  basis.  That  work  contains  statements 
which  directly  contradict  the  notion  that  gay  is  good.  Of 
course,  we  could  overlook  the  explicit  antihomosexual  pass- 
ages.  In  a  more  radical  reform,  we  could  even  toss  St. 
Paul  overboard  entirely.  But  what  remains  is  a  body  of 
teachings  informed  in  its  essence  by  negation  of  the  mat- 
erial world,  of  the  body,  of  sexual  pleasure,  of  nonpro- 
creative  sex.  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word"  —  the  word 
not  the  world,  the  real  world  in  which  people  live,  die, 
suffer  and  torment.  Christianity  is  thus  both  antipoli- 
tical  and  antisexual.  Christian  belief  and  gay  liberation 
are  contradictory. 

MCC  stands  with  one  foot  in  gay  liberation  and  the  other 
in  Christian  faith.  Both  MCC  as  an  institution  and  its 
members  as  individuals  are  conflicted. 

Forced  to  a  choice,  which  way  will  MCC  move?  Reverend 
Wolfe,  minister  of  the  Toronto  congregation,  has  already 
given  the  answer:   "We're  not  so  much  of  a  gay  church  as 
a  Christian  church  administering  to  gay  needs." 


Kurt  Miller   (1885-1972)  was  a  leader  of  the  Scientific 
&  Humanitarian  Committee,   a  German  gay  rights  organiza- 
tion whose  appearance  in  1897  marked  the  birth  of  the 
gay   liberation  movement,   A  pacifist  and  women's  rights 
advocate,   Miller  was  obviously  not  opposed  to  alliances 
between  the  gay  struggle  and  other, forces  for  social 
progress.   But  he  warned  gays  against  relying  on  liberal 
'friends '  for  their  rights  and  saw  that  autonomous  gay 
organization  was  a  prerequisite  to  gay   liberation.    "In 
the  final  analysis",   he  said,    "justice  for  you  will  be 
the  fruit  only  of  your  own  efforts". 


in  u  m.i  v.  MiO   GOD  mi.  FATHER. 
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an    issue 
of     prime 
importance 

I  want  to  congratulate  The 
Body  Politic  on  the  excel- 
lent and  most  welcome  spe- 
cial issue  on  the  Toronto 
press'  attempt  to  whip  up  a 
witch-hunt  against  gays.  The 
pointing  up  of  the  Star's 
crudely  dishonest  tactics  in 
all  their  dreariness  was 
particularly  amusing  and  to 
the  point. 

It's  become  very  obvious 
that  the  issue  of  pederasty 
is  of  prime  importance  for 
the  gay  liberation  movement. 
The  liberal  establishment  is 
willing  to  extend  a  certain 
amount  of  tolerance  to  'ad- 
ults' as  long  as  those  under 
age  21  are  firmly  under  phy- 
sical control.  Only  by  the 
perpetuation  of  that  21-year 
total  control  can  a  repres- 
sed, violent,  work-and -obed- 
ience orientated  citizenry 
be  maintained;  and  that  is 
why  the  Powers  get  so  upset 
when  anyone  suggests  that  e- 
ven  basic  personal  freedoms 
be  extended  to  children  and 
teenagers. 

My  small  press,  Catalyst 
[still,  unfortunately,  Cana- 
da's only  gay  publishing 
house),  has  issued  a  number 
of  pederast-oriented  liter- 
ary works  (Graham  Jackson's 
The  Apothecary  Jar,  E.A.  La- 
cey's  Path  of  Snow,  my  own 
Some  Green  Moths.) 

I  was  disgusted  though  not 
surprised,  that  the  Toronto 
HCC  has  hurried  to  denounce 
The  Body  Politic  for  its 
stand:  more  evidence,  if  any 
were  needed,  that  when  a 
choice  must  be  made  between 
Christian  moralising  and  gay 
liberation  (or  even  human 
decency)  the  'gay  church' 
will  opt  for  the  oppressors. 


letters 


what  outright  hullshitting 
liars  you  people  really  are. 
Please  check  The  Toronto 
Star,  Page  C6,  Saturday  Oct- 
ober 19.  At  the  end  of  the 
Business  Personal  column  you 
will  see  an  ad  which  reads- 
YOUNG  BODYBUILDER,  WILL  DO 
ANYTHING  LEGAL  FOR  MONEY, 
(Phone  number.) 

His  name  is  B ,  and  he 

really  isn't  very  young,  but 
he  will  do  anything!!  Young 
or  old,  it  doesn't  make  any 
difference  to  him.  He  caters 
exclusively  to  a  male  clien- 
tele, and  I  will  leave  it  up 
to  your  provincial  imaginat- 
ions to  determine  just  what 
his  services  might  be. 

I  was  only  seventeen  years 
old  when  I  first  visited  B-. 
I  found  out  about  him  in  the 
Toronto  Star;  perhaps  if  the 
Star  had  taken  ads  from  The 
Body  Politic  or  other  agen- 
cies I  might  have  gone  there 
and  received  some  good  coun- 
selling. 
Too  bad  eh? 

Unsigned. 

pedophilia  is 
'dangerous' 


doesn't  feel  concern  or  love 
on  a  one-to-one  basis  for 
hundreds  of  children.  The 
child  is  not  seen  as  an  in- 
dividual. He  is  only  an  ac- 
tor in  the  adult's  fantas- 
ies. Thus  the  sex  experience 
is  depersonalising. 

I  wonder  what  benefits 
supposedly  accrue  to  the 
child  from  these  encounters. 
Is  the  child  in  some  sense 
liberated  from  the  family? 
If  so,  he  is  liberated  into 
something  no  better,  if  not 
worse. 

Finally,  I  do  not  accept 
Mr.  Hannon's  suggestion  that 
children  are  out  there  just 
begging  for  'if.  He  offers 
as  evidence  our  own  memories 
of  childhood.  Does  he  think 
memory  an  objective  record 
of  past  reality?  Memory  is  a 
set  of  abstractions  manufac- 
tured or  dredged  up  in  res- 
ponse to  some  need.  Mr.  Han- 
non  should  examine  himself 
rather  more  carefully.  The 
projection  of  his  own  adult 
sexual  drives  onto  a  young- 
ster's curiosity  and  friend- 
liness seems  obvious. 

M.  J.  Mcfleavy 


Ian  Young 

a  letter 
to  The  Star 

Here  follows  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  the  Toronto  Star 
regarding  their  editorial  of 
Saturday  October  19,  1974. 

Voice  of  the  People; 

I've  just  read  with  great 
amusement  your  funny  little 
article  on  Homosexuality.  It 
seems  that  the  Star  will  not 
take  any  advertisements  from 
The  Body  Politic  or  any  oth- 
er established  Homophile  ag- 
encies. 

All  one  has  to  do  is  turn 
to  the  classified  ads  to  see 


In  his  latest  paean  to  pe- 
dophilia Gerald  llannon  would 
have  us  accept  that  "sexual 
relationships  aren't  intrin- 
sically dangerous."  Frankly, 
I  don't  know  what  that  means 
The  value  of  every  human  en- 
counter, sexual  or  otherwise 
can  only  be  determined  from 
its  context.  The  psychical 
context  of  a  sexual  act  bet- 
ween an  adult  and  a  pre-puh- 
escent  child  offers  the  lat- 
ter such  a  distorted  view  of 
a  human  relationship  that  he 
may  adopt  exceedingly  bleak 
views  of  all  human  relation- 
ships,  views  which  can  en- 
dure long  after  the  experi- 
ence has  faded  from  con- 
sciousness. Hence  I  see  such 
a  sexual  act  as  'dangerous'. 
The  very  fact  that  the  sex 
is  between  an  adult  and  a 
small  child  ensures   that 
fear  will  play  an  undue  part 
in  the  liaison.  The  child  is 
looking  for  a  friendship. 
The  larger  creature  is  out 
to  gratify   genital   lust, 
something  of  which  the  child 
has  no  experience.  He  cannot 
know  what  the  adult  wants. 
Nor  is  the  child  likely  to 
feel  in  a  position  to  termi- 
nate the  encounter.  He  is 
trapped.  The  average  person 
is  alienated  enough  from  his 
body  without  being  taught 
that  it  is  just  another  tool 
for  pleasing/appeasing  the 
powerful  and  subjugating  the 
weak.  Z> 

Also,  the  paedophile,  in 
most  instances,  doesn't  give 
a  damn  about  the  kid  with 
whom  he  is  having  sex.  One 


was  Christ 

a  homosexual? 

Several  years  ago,  the  Ca- 
non Rev.  Hugh  M said  in 

a  lecture  at  Great  St  Mary's 
University  Church,  Cambridge 
(England)  that  Jesus  Christ 
might  have  been  homosexual. 
Our  small  town  newspaper, 
The  St.  Thomas  Times-Journal 
carried  the  headline  "Cler- 
gyman says  Jesus  Christ  a 
Homosexual".  It  then  repor- 
ted that  the  clergyman's 
Archbishop  reprimanded  him, 
and  prohibited  the  publica- 
tion of  the  lecture. 

I  was  teaching  ontological 
and  occult  metaphysics  at 
the  time.  I  wrote  the  cler- 
gyman, stating  that  I  fully 
agreed  with  him,  and  that  he 
was  justified  in  saying  what 
he  believed.  The  life  and 
teaching  of  Jesus,  and  the 
closeness  and  intimacy  of 
John,  his  favorite  disciple, 
show  the  affinity  between 
these  two  men.  John  was  a 
deeply  affectionate  and  spi- 
ritual man  who  understood 
that  man  is  both  human  and 
divine.  Jesus  taught  this. 
JESUS  NEVER  CONDEMNED  THE 
SEXUAL  ACTIVITIES  OF  MANKIND. 
Paul  did.  I  have  known  seve- 
ral clergymen  who  did  not 
follow  Paul's  epistles.  Paul 
in  effect  usurped  the  power 
of  GOD,  in  his  judgements. 

As  well  it  is  enlightening 
to  consider  the  relationship 
between  Jonathan  and   King 


David.  IccOrdinf  (Q  Ferrar 
Fenton's  translation;  "Jona- 
than stripped  off  his  prince 
ly  garments  even  to  his  gir- 
dle, and  placed  them 
vid' s  feet .  Jonathan  then 
said:  "David,  my  love  for 
thee  is  stronger  than  the 
love  of  a  man  for  a  woman." 

There  may  be  a  degree  of 
comfort  for  your  readers  in 
the  knowledge  that  an  orgasm 
can  occur  when  one  is  in 
deep  meditation  on  Spiritual 
Love.  (See  1  John  Chap.  4, 
also  John  Chap.  13,  v  23-26 
and  Chap.  19,  v  26).  Medita- 
ting on  the  love  exemplified 
in  the  relationships  between 
Jesus  and  John,  and  David 
and  Jonathan,  we  know  that 
Love  cannot  be  separated 
from  eroticism. 

Lawrence  H.  Willett 

(Rev.  retired) 

London,  Ontario 

precarious 
proposition 

In  view  of  The  Star's  re- 
action to  Gerald  Hannon's 
article  on  John  Roestad,  I 
should  like  to  comment  on 
The  Body  Politic's  general 
stance.  As  an  example  I  will 
pick  on  the  review  of  "The 
Devil  in  Miss  Jones"  (DMG) 
in  your  last  issue. 

"Bijou",  as  well  as  "Boys" 
have  not  been  "boring  Toron- 
to gay  audiences  since  last 
fall",  at  least  they  have 
not  been  boring  me.  Doesn't 
the  reviewer  see  that  these 
films  make  a  statement  about 
a  potentially  beautiful  man- 
ifestation of  sexuality  that 
is  certainly  less  oppressive 
than  that  of  two  gays  get- 
ting married  and  showing  the 
world  that  they  can  play  the 
responsible  couples  game  too 
(BP,  »12)? 

These  films  transcend  emo- 
tions and  fears  as  portrayed 
in  DMJ.  What  is  repulsive  a- 
bout  DMJ  is  not  its  sexism, 
as  the  reviewer  indicates  in 
an  attempt  to  be  fair  to  wo- 
men, but  rather  its  profound- 
ly irrational  hostility  to- 
ward sex.  If  horny,  a  man 
will  leave  DMJ  with  a  roar- 
ing hard-on,  just  as  he  will 
after  seeing  "Bijou".  The 
difference  is  that  the  last 
shot  in  "Bijou"  is  a  smile 
of  liberation,  whereas  the 
final  scene  in  DMJ  shows  the 
phonily  existential  eternal 
unfulfillment  of  a  woman's 
sexual  desire.  Bijou  leaves 
one  with  a  feeling  that  sex- 
uality, relatively  unburden- 
by  this  society's  myths, 
could  be  a  way  of  feeling 
free  and  good.  DMJ  leaves 
one  with  the  schizophrenic 
feeling  that  uninhibited  sex 
(continued  on  page  2S) 
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15th  meet*,.*  ,, 
arr-inted  by  the    laaigratl'., 
ment    in    the   fact 

0    EMM    headquarters 
senEatlves  of  Gays  Ottawa  Merc  told 

lanpover  and  Immigration  Min- 
ister Robert  Andras  personally  fa- 
vours the   repeal   of  the  sect 

[ration  Act  ^hich  prohibit 
the  entry  of  gay  people   into  Canada- 
Meeting  with  Ron  [layman,   Charlie 
Hill,    and   Gems    U> Blare   of  Cays  Ot- 
tawa,   Immigration  Department  Acting 
Director-General   T    B  Sheehan   stated 
that  Andras  considers   the  offending 
sections  of  the  Act    'medieval'   and 
'antiquated',   as  -t-ll   3i  being  in- 
consistent with  the   1&6S  decrininal- 
isnlion  of  consenlual   homosexual 
acts. 

Dayman  agrees,   pointing  out  that 
"as   it   stands,    it's   illegal   to   let 
homosexuals   into  Canada,   but  once 
you're  here,    it's   legal", 
Sheehan  Indicated  chat  Andras 

would    recommend    to   the   cabinet    (he 
ii    from   the   Iramigrati' 
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ANDRAS  REAFFIRMS 

page  6 

A  MORE  MILITANT  MOVEMENT 

page  9 

green  pupor  re  copending  changes  is 
expected  to  be  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment early  in  1975. 

Andras  was  not  in  the  capital  at 
the  time  of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  came  after  Gays  Ottawa 
issued  a  press  release  on  October  10 
announcing  their  intention  to  picket 

Immigration  department  headquarters 
to  protest  the  expulsion  from  Canada 
of  John  Kyper,  an  American  citiien 
and  activist,  on  August  26. 

Kyper  was  turned  back  at  the  bor- 
der at  Niagara  Falls  after  admitting 
to  immigration  officials  that  he  was 
homosexual.  The  question  arose  be- 
cause he  had  with  him  copies  of  Gay 
Community  Kens,  a  Boston  newspaper 
Kyper  subsequently  re-entered  the 
country  m  defiance  of  the  deporta- 
tion order  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Cay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  in  Tor- 
onto. The  purpose  of  the  invitation 
was  to  publicly  embarrass  the  Imn- 
gration  Department. 


FREE  INSIDE! 
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red  the  Kypci 


cidcnt  important  because  in  the  past 
Immigration  Department  officials 
havc_ turned  aside  public  demands  for 
changes  in  legislation  on  the  ground 
that,  although  the  gay  Dan  is  on  the 
books,  it  is  never  actually  enforc- 


Star's  editoria 
Politic.  The  St 
though  they  inv 

Collective. 
The  special  e 


lition  was  published 
wintering  The  Toronto 
I  attack  on  The  Body 
ir's  editors,  al- 

ted  public  comment 
is,  refused  to  print 

The  Body  Politic 


Star  editorial,  the  letter  submitted 
by  the  Collective  to  The  Star,  a 
letter  from'  Star  editorial  page  edi- 
tor Robert  Duffy  rejecting  the  Col- 
lective letter,  and  an  analysis  of 
the  events  leading  up  to  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Star  editorial  and  its 
refusal  to  print  The  Body  Politic's 
response. 


news 


Government  may  end 

ban  on  immigrants 


■ 

iefcet   wis    to  draw,   public    it  ten  J 
to    the    fact    -.hit    they   had    re- 

ns..er  to  a  letter  written 
to  Andras  a  aonth  before  asking  for 
a  meeting  with  him  or  a  deputy  min- 
ister to  discuss  the  Kyper  case  and 
possible  changes  in  the  Immigration 
Act.  Subsequent  attempts  to  set  up  a 
Beet inj  hith  immigration  officials 
nere  also  rebuffed. 

The   Department's  attitude  quickly 
'"-ever,   when  it   learned  of 
the-    intention  of  Gays  Ottawa   to  pic- 
ket   its   headquarters.    Apparently 
fearful  of  adverse  publicity,   depart- 
ment officials  contacted  Gays  Ottawa 
two  hours  before  the  demonstrat  ion 
and  arranged  the  meeting  with   Shee- 

Despite   the  nceting,   the  demon- 
stration went  ahead  u  planned.    ^ 

»beT5   at  Gays  Ottawa   picket- 
ed  Immigration  Department  headquart- 
ers  for  an  hour  in  protest  of  the 
anti-hoiMsexun]   provisions  of  the  I 
Immigration  Act  and  kyper's  depor- 

Thc  picket ers  distributed  an  ex- 
planatory  leaflet   to  people  enter- 
ing  and   leaving   the  building,   and  to 
passers  by.  They  also  carried 
reading  "Immigration  Departstei 

I   gays!",  "Repeal 
all   anti-gay   lavs'",   "Cays   demand 
rights:",   and  "I   am  not   an   'undesir- 
able   type' [" 
'Undesirabe  type'    Is  a  reference 
Ions  of  the   Immigration   Yet 
which    Classify   gays,    along    with    pro- 
stitutes  and  pimps,    as    'prohibited 
S#e   Immigrant:;. 


■■■^^  demonstrators  partlrHvi-  .    . 

Found  guilty  of  bias, 
newspaper  retaliates 
with  smear  campaign 


Apparently  in  ri-ta 

adverse  ruling  of  the  Ontario  Press 
Council,  The  Toronto  Star  smeared 
guy  people  as  child  molesters  in  its 
lend  editorial  of  October  19  The  e- 
ditorial  also  invited  public  comment 
on  The  Star's  policy  of  refusing 
classified  advertisements  from  gay 
people  and  organi tat  ions,  throwing 
open  its  pages  to  expressions  of 
public  hatred. 

On  October  12,  the  Ontario  Press 
Council  announced  its  decision  that 
rhe  Star  -as  guilty  of  discrimina- 
tion in  refusing  to  publish  an  ad- 
vcrtisment  for  Clad  Day  Books  of  To- 
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ronto,  a  bookshop  which  specializes 
in  gay  liberation  materials. 
The  Council's  written  decision 
s  case,  the  Council 


rcfus 


and  The 
ing  I 


,M,. 


r  for 


feels  thei-  _„ 

refusal  to  publish  a  simple  adver- 

tisment  for  a  book  shop'. 

And  two  weeks  earlier,  on  Septem- 
ber 26,  The  Varsity,  the  University 
of  Toronto  student  newspaper,  pub- 
lished a  oews  item  exposing  The 
Star's  discriminatory  policies  to- 
wards gays. 

The  article  blamed  low  enrollment 
for  a  gay  studies  course  offered  by 
the  university  on  the  media  in  gen- 


Vancouver  official  reveals  harassment 


At  a  civic  all-candidates  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Vancouver  Gay  Alli- 
ance Toward  Equality  on  November  17 
Vancouver  Alderman  Mike  Harcourt  ac- 
knowledged that  police  raids  had 
been  carried  out  on  several  of  Van- 
couver's gay  clubs.  Harcourt  chorac- 
tented  the  raids  as  'dumb,  unneccs- 
WI>  ind  Vicious'  and  noted  that  the 

"J  none  bevrind  their  osten- 
sible purpose  of  carrying  out  in- 
spections. 

Harcourt's  ictaoaledgeaent  came 
after  official  denials  by  the  Van- 
couver police  department  that  any 
harassment  had  occurred.  CATE  had 
protested  to  the  police  department 
when  reports  of  harassment  appeared 
in  Vancouver  Sun  writer  Jack  Nasser- 
man's  column  of  November  S, 

The  police  department  denied  in  ■ 
telephone  conversation  with  GATE 
on  Maurice  Flood  that  po- 
c  harassment  had  occurred. 


When  hints  of  police  raids  appear- 
ed in  the  Wasseman  column,  GATE 
wrote  to  BC  Attorney-General  Alex 
MacDonald,  protesting  the  refusal  of 
the  BC  Liquor  Board  to  license  gay 

Harcourt's  statement  represents 
the  first  concession  by  a  public  of- 
ficial that  police  harassment  of 
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gays  has  occurred. 

GATE  has  demanded  a  meeting  with 
Chief  Constable  0.  Kimberton  in  the 
presence  of  the  press  and  has  Ballad 
on  Hayor  Art  Philips,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  police  commission,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  harassment  and  to 
five  public  assurance  that  he  has 


GATE  also  held  a  demonst 
front  of  police  headquarte 
couver  on  November  23. 

Coverage  of  Harcourt's  content 
was  good  with  both  Vancouver 
lies.  The  Sun  and  The  Provin' 
rying  articles  on  the  all-cai 


dui- 


SUITABLE  FOR  FRAMING 

Prisoners  were  reluctant  to  dis- 
cuss homosexuality,  but  admitted  it 
did  go  on. 

"It  used  to  be,  if  they  caught  you 
they  gave  you  fourteen  days  in  The 
Hole.  Sow,  if  they  catch  you,  it's 
only  ten  days  in  The  Mole.  I  guess 
it  can't  be  so  bad  anymore." 

Pram  Tha  Toronto  Glob*  4  Mail. 


fhe  article  included  as  background 

information  a  history  of  The  Star's 
attempts  to  suppress  The  Body  Poll* 
tic  and  local  guy  organization! 

Apparently  stung  by  these  public 
criticisms,  The  Star  published  a 
load  editorial  on  October  19  enti- 
tled 'Homosexuals:  Where  The  Star 
Draws  the  Line'.  The  editorial  no- 
ted that  there  had  been  ollegolions" 
that  The  Star  discriminates  against 
gays,  citing  the  Varsity  article 
and  the  Ontario  Press  Council  deci- 

The  editorial  claimed  that  'The 
Star  supports  full  civil  rights  for 
homosexuals'.  But  the  rest  of  the  e- 
duoriol  soid  that  the  rights  of  gay 
people  had  to  be  limited  becouae  of 
the  possibility  of  the  spread  of  ho- 
mosexuality, especially  among  child- 
ren. This  possibility  was  cited  uf 
The  Star's  justification  for  refui 
ing  ads  from  gays,  gay  organizations 
and  gay  businesses. 
Twice  m  the  editorial^  public 
See   Smear  campaign, 

Quebec  committee 
studies  civil  rights 

A  bill  has  been  placed  before  the 
Quebec  National  Assembly  which  would 
create  a  human  rights  commission  and, 
according  to  the  minister  respons- 
ible for  the  bill,  it  may  be  amended 
during  the  legislative  process  to 
include  provisions  protecting  the 
rights  of  gay  people. 

Quebec  Justice  Minister  Jerome 
Choquetie,  who  Introduced  the  chart- 
er of  human  rights  in  the  Assembly, 
told  a  press  conference  on  October 
29  that  the  possibility  of  including 
specific  protections  for  ga) 
be  studied  by  the  committee  U   which 
the  bill  is  assigned. 

Gay  organizations  in  Quebec  have 
established  an  informal  coalition  to 
make  the  most  of  the  opportu n 
are  consulting  regularly  to 
ate  strati 

A  brief  proposing  the  inclusion  of 
rights  for  gays  in  the  new  legisla- 
tion is  presently  in  prepu 
addition,  Lett!  n   of  support  are  be- 
ing sought  from  Infl 
duals  and  organi:ations.  Th' 
and  letters  will  be  presented  to  the 
appropriate  National  Assembly  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  received  unanimous  appro- 
val on  first  reading  October  29  and 
now  goes  to  committee  for  detailed 
study. 

Quebec  remains  the  only  jurlsdU- 
mana  without  legislated 
civil  and  human  rights. 


—  ■  ■  ■     '  ■ 

news 
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Manitoba  gays 
demand  change 

Gays  for  Equality,  a  Winnipeg  ci- 
vil rights  organisation,  has  urged 
the  Manitoba  government  to  anend 
It's  Human  Rights  Act  so  as  to  pro- 
tect gay  people  against  discrinina- 

In  a  brief  presented  to  Attorney- 
Genera]  Howard  Pawlcy  on  September 
_".  ili,  group  observed  that  gays 
constitute  a  large  minority  in  Win- 
nipeg, but  that  it  present  they  are 

-  to  dsicrimination  in  hous- 
ing and  employment  without  any 
channels  of  redress. 

In  addition  to  asking  for  the  ex- 
tension of  human  rights  legislation 
to  include  -sexual  orientation', 
the  brief  urged  the  establishment 
of  research  and  education  programmes 

Former  Manitoba  Attorney- Genera] 
M  Hackling  is  condemned  by  name  in 
the  brief  for  denying  a  charter  10  a 

Winnipeg  cooperative  social  club. 
stated  publicly  at  that 
time:  'Such  groups  ouphi  net  to  be 
clothed  with  the  sane  rights  and  re- 
ipectability  as  other  groups", 

liu  brief  was  presented  at  a  meet- 
ing between  Paw ley  and  Cays  for  E- 
quality  representatives  Sue  White, 
Marie  Rhymer,  and  Chris  Vogel .  Also 
present  MO!  Ai  ting  Human  Rights  Di- 


pawley  responded  b)  ayi  ng  I  h  it 
the  Manitoba  legislature  would  not 

■  ■ ,  ■   ;■  ■  1 1   adi  hp  the 

brii  f  bi  ■  ausi    th<   pub!  Lt    i     not  res 
dy  to  consider  such  natters, 

In    .....  in,,    tli.  i    ,.r  itewent,    Pawley 

ntl)    chose   to   Ignore  a  rele- 
vant    poinl   nade   in   the  brief,   whlcl 
observed     '  c '  i'Ii'  i  art   noi 

mass   prejudice,     .  ft)   l>.     t"u  I  i 

tent   >-'uii   the  pi  tnc  [pic   cn.it  jii 

...  mi.  1.1... 1 1 1  pg rt  ike 
of  in  inherent  £ignit)  ind  of  human 
i  ights, . . . (the  Hunan  Rights  Act) 

■    ■  ..[■  U.-J...I  to  in,  tude.  . .  ■ 


Justice  denied:    assailant  acquitted,  victim  convicted 


judicial  farce  came  on  November  1, 
when  a  Toronto  police  officer  accus- 
ed of  common  assault  against  a  won  [in 
in  his  custody  was  acquitted.  The  wo- 
man and  four  of  her  friends  were 
found  in  contempt  of  court. 

The  story  began  last  January  when 
four  women  were  illegally  detained 
by  police  after  being  evicted  from 
The  Jrunswick  House,  a  Toronto  pub, 
for  singing  a  lesbian  song.  The  wo- 

Hick  Four. 

look  them  to  the  garage  of  a  police 
station,  insulted  and  beat  them,  and 
then  later  arrested  then  when  they 
returned  to  The  Brunswick  House  to 
protest  their  eviction  to  the  mana- 
ger. 

Their  trial  was  remanded  several 
times  at  the  request  of  the  Crown 
Attorney.  SUch  delays  arc  often  re- 
quested by.  the  Crown  in  cast 


:onduct 


ll  14  ■    . 


h  <i   the  effect  ol   h 

:   and  let- 
tint   any  public    outer]    die  down. 

The  cast  eventually  cane  to  (nil 
at  the  end  of  Hay,  with  former  Lib- 
eral   cabinet   Minister   Judj 

.ouhsel. 

in.,   out.:...-,   of   the  trial   -as  the 
dismissal  of  all   charges  exci 
One   of  i  'n   Brunswick  rour 
Potts,  was   found  guilty  of  creating 
a  public  dist 

Potts  then   laid  charges  of  common 
iul<    against  Constable  Robert 
ii.iii.    Again,    there  were  reaanda    re- 
quested   I..     Ih.     CroWI.    Finally,    the 

else  went   to  court  Noveabei   l 

[i    ?.  Gordon  Tinker  found  Hull 

not  guilty  because,  according  to  the 
■  ■ ■  was  a  reasonable 

Joutit   which  bad  to  he   resolved   in 
■  ■..!  int '  s  favour. 

In    Chi     earlier    tri.it    of   the   Brun- 

■■■ .    i    r,    i ■■•- r.    a  similar  reas- 


onable doubt   aid  ■ 

■ 

Pot ts,  vara I  fr I 

ends,   at  ti  the  trial  a 

stable  .         ...  ,,,.,,   i,, 

■ 

|U 

.   .    the  1 1   "i.- 
.    . 
...  i.  i     ... 
era]    rime ,,    .■ .    ..,    .;,,     ,  ,  , 

■  ■    ....  .,     ill j   [» 

the  judos. 

Final  ly. \.  :    ad] ■  ,.  d   i  hi 

:  ■    ■  ■ ■ .      ■■      ■    ■  ■ .,  . 

■■  ■     li  ft    

room,  when  be  called  tl a]  to 

order    Int,  t    tl !    da)  ,     flnl 

Poti  :■  am ■  i   hei    Fi i     ... 

■  i      in  i    ■■.■in  ■  in-,  j  i . 
to  ii  iZS   fine  or  thru    .i  ..       ,,.    ,  , , 

One  of  the  women,   Pat  Murphy,   wl 
was  among  the  original    KrunSHlel 
Four,   chose  to  go  to  jail    rather 
than   pay    the    fine. 


Vancouver  raids  provoke  protest 


Sexual' 
Rights 

FOR 

Youth 
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thirty-five  men  and  women  showed 
their  displeasure  with  renin    polici 

■  -         nt  of  1  ancoui  ei  '  ■■   g  tj    i  lubi 
eting  police  headquai 
Main  Street   November  23.     The  picket 
■as  organ i  ted   bj    I  he   '■'■■'■■    Mil  am  B 
reward  Equality   (GATE). 

rhC    I.  1 1  0SST1  Mil    ...m.e    to   public    Bt- 

■  ■■■■   i  on  "hen  th<    I  me t  press 

carried  a  statement   hy  Mderaai    Miki 
Harcourt  denouncing  recent  police 
■  hi    ■.  lub     u    'unni  ci    sni 


sped  ions. 

GATE  has  demanded  b  meeting      ,i  , 
Vancouver  poJ  tec   chi<  E  0.  Hi 
to  d  i  scuss   tin    raids  and  pi  ■  1 1  ni 

th(  ii-   r.  cum  ii  ■ 
Org  in  i  ■ .  •■■  of  thi   picked  ■  ■  ■  i 

I  in       I  HI II       I     II    ■ 

of  cold  and   rain.  In  ■     i         I 

,.  .,!      i  h<    l  an)  a  n 
had  |ini.i  icii  ad  CAT!  's  pi  in 


i  1....1  .i.  ■ 


he  polici 


i.. i     i 
i. mi-  '  hairpi  i 


Student  group  strikes  back 
at  Guelph  campus  bigotry 


Andras  reaffirms  support 
for  immigration  law  change 


ictobet    23,    Knnpower  ■.    uanigration 
imister  Kohcrt   Andras   has   expressed 
lis   persona]   support   for  chang 

j   i  J   rc- 
iovc  provisions  discriminating   a- 
people, 
'mJr.i.   i.i-..i..  ■    '  i   agree   with  you 
hat   the  prohibition  against  homo- 
lould  be   eemoved   froa  Cana- 

But    in.Jr.vf   cautioned  the  group 
hat    his    personal    views   are  not  go- 


i  Canada,    but 


,.  .|i< 


;    thai 


!    |.  n  u  I  a  ion   policy    : 


lie  added   that    the  r 

it    is   impossible    for  me   to 
.    i  ■■  •    in   [smUgrat  i on   i  iw    i  n 
Ihere 
■  ■■ ,  i   pan  s  of  the   ti 
it  o  I        ■  I 
■ 
■    ■    ■ 

un,  ecoatenttne  on  the   lettei 

...immigrants 


.    Ismlgra- 

■   ■   ■ 

■ 
antnda- 

Lctianc, 
.     i  Commit  - 

■ 

i.    the  dlacrlalna- 

lOBlgTa- 


National  coalition 
will  promote 

civil  rights  right 


.  onsu i i   i 
lion:  across  Canad 
with  the   (   i 

■ ■ 

Of    the   Polit  leal    let  i  an  I 

. 
■      ■  ■  ■      ■ 

■  ■  ■ 
■ 

■ 

■  coaaittee 

■    ■ 

■ 


■  ■ 

■ 

1 


1  proposal*   t    ' 


Guelph  are  attempting  to  ha 
ditor  of  a  dormitory  nevslei 

■■..  fore  an  official   tribunal 

homosexual    material    which    I 

p eared  in  the  publication. 

The  first  issue  of  The  Bastphuqut  , 
printed  and  circulated  ir.  an  >11- 

■    male   residence,    appeared    in    Septea- 
ber. 

The    issue   contained   a    phonj     ^J    for 
the  Universit)    of  Guelph   Hot 
Association    (UGHA] 

new   thowing   and   crO the ting   club   will 
be   slhart.ng   thith   weeX,    all    new 
member th  wclcum,..*   and  continued   in 
this  vein   for   about    ten    lines.   The 
issue   also  contained  crude  racial 
slurs  and  put -downs  of  women. 

Representatives  of  UGHA  and  of  ■■■ 
titer  campus  minor  it)  and  women's  or- 
ganizations met  with  Harl   Shopian, 

i 
bcr  27.   The  ■eetin| 

.'■....-rnoent . 
i"h..    of  " 

.-■-.■■ 

hopian 
Shopian  published   a  pub   i 
on  October   i   in   the  Ontarion,    th< 

campus    newspaper. 

■ 

to  apologi 

...I.  would    like   to  add    thai 
•  Of  this    sort    wi I  I 
. 

I     we  did' . 

ter,  hoK- 

evcr.    far    the 

apology. 

people    I   wish  to  apologize   to  are 

■     ■ 

■ 
naao    in    I  ■ 

was    that 

■ 

thca-happy  apology*. 

The  groups  concerned.    Including 


■ 
i  n  ..   icttei   t  :■■  i  ducat  ion  Via 

President  Brute  HacM!  I  tan  the  '■ 

.  .•  the  stereot  pact  hi  ing 
..  in  "i  ited   tn   rhe  B  i  tphm 

confidence  of   les  -infoi  n  d  ■■  i)  ■ 
-<    campus   bigotry. 

Rights  supporter 
wins  6000  votes 

■ 

■hich   '  ai  (udi 

■ 
■  ■■■■■    ■  -  ■ 

Bronda  Dl  ne*n  ,    runnl  ng  ui  ■■■ 

■ 

i i  .    ran        oni    

....  i  ,  ,r 
■■ 


TTIE  BODr  J-QLITIC-- 


Picketers  hit  newspaper  slanders 


About  35  men  and  women  marched  in 
front  of  the  offices  of  The  Toronto 
Sun  on  October  26  to  show  their  an- 
ger over  a  Sun  editorial  which  slan- 
dered gay  people. 

The  demonstration  Has  arranged  by 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE)  and  was  aimed  at  the  Sun's  e- 
ditorial  of  October  21  which  de- 
scribed gays  as  'unnatural  and  ab- 
normal' and  'an  aberration1. 

The  Sun  editorial  was  provoked  by 
a  Toronto  Stur  editorial  which  pic- 
tured gay  people  as  child-raolesters 
and  invited  public  comment  on  this 

Two  Sun  reporters  emerged  from  the 
building  and  asked  Terrencc  Phil- 
i!|'  .  GATE  Information  Officer,  and 
John  Wilson,  GATE.  Presiding  Officer 

i'i-i.k'  to  discuss  th„  mattrr.  A 


Paper  refuses  ad, 
rights  code  invoked 

The  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Towar 
Equality  {GATE)  has  filed  a  com- 
plaint with  the  director  of  the  Br 
tish  Columbia  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion against  The  Vancouver  Sun. 

GATE  submitted  to  The  Sun  a  clas 
sified  ad  for  Cay  Tide.  The  ad  was 
refused  as  'unacceptable'  m  g  let 
tor  from  C  J  Stone,  Assistant  Mana. 
gcr  of  the  Classified  Advertising 
Department . 

GATE  pressed  The  Sun  for 
cation  and  received  from  Marketing 
Director  J  Toogood  a  letter  stating 
that  he  had  'nothing  further  to  add' 
to  The  Sun's  position. 

Kathleen  Huff,  Director  of  the  Hu- 
man Rights  Commission,  announced  No- 
vember 18  that  she  would  meet  with 
GATE  spokespersons  to  discuss  the 

GATE  Chairperson  Maurice  Flood  was 
interviewed  on  the  'Good  Morning  Ra- 
dio' show  on  November  20. 

The  hosts  of  the  programme  tried 
to  contact  Toogood,  but  he  made  him- 
self unavailable  for  comment.  They 
were  able,  however,  to  contact  Ruff. 

Ms  Ruff  indicated  that  she  would 
meet  later  in  the  month  with  the 
publisher  of  The  Sun  to  discuss  the 

f  gate's  complaint 


fi- 


small  article  later  appeared  in  The 

Sun  reporting  that  Toronto's  'homo- 
sexual community  is  not  happy  with 

The  ranks  of  the  demonstrators 
were  temporarily  swelled  by  the  ar- 
rival of  some  members  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary' Marxist  Group,  which  was 
holding  a  conference  in  a  nearby 
building. 

...smear  campaign 

consent  was  invited.  This  was  inter- 
preted in  the  gay  community  SJ  in- 
viting a  public  outpounnR  of  haired 
against  ga  . . 

Within  36  hours  of  the  publication 
of  the  Star  editorial,  The  Toronto 
Sun"  hit  the  streets  with  an  editori- 
al piece  of  hate-literature  which 

abnormal1  and  "an  aberration'.  These 
remarks  wore  prefaced  with  a  state- 
ment that  they  were  offered  in  re- 
sponse to  The  Star's  request  for 

The  reader  response  which  The  Star 
allowed  to  appear  in  its  letters  sec- 
tion was  overwhelmingly  hostile  to 
gay  people.  Favourable  letters  were 
few  and  hidden  under  misleading  head- 
lines. Further,  not  a  single  re- 
sponse from  any  gay  community  group 
was  permitted  to  appear. 

Activists  were  quick  to  point  out 
that  both  the  editorial  and  the  re- 
sponses to  it  were  printed  on  three 
successive  Saturdays,  with  no  allu- 
sion to  the  matter  in  the  week-day 
issues.  The  circulation  of  The  Star 
on  Saturdays  is  about  401  higher 
than  during  the  week. 

It  was  also  noted  that  The  Star 
was  apparently  engaged  in  a  deliber- 
ate and  well-planned  campaign  to  in- 
cite hatred  against  gay  people. 
Three  days  before  the  appearance  of 
its  editorial  attack.  The  Star  pub- 
lished .i  story  about  an  Ottawa  de- 
protesting  the  antiho- 
■visions  of  the  Immigra- 


will  establish  whethi 
awaited  Human  Rights  Act  protects 
gays  against  discrimination  in  ser- 
vices and  facilities  normally  avail 
able  to  the  public. 

Vancouver's  daily  papers,  The  Pro 

.  vincc  and  The  Sun  both  reported  the 
lodging  of  GATE'S  complaint   CoVer- 
agc  on  the  'Good  Morning  Radio'  pro. 
gramme  was  sympathetic;  the  host 
summarised  the  programme  with  the 

words:  'So.  the  issue  is.  do  we  havi 
freedom  of  the  press  in  BO'. 


mo  sexual  j. 

Since  The  Star  has  always  exclu- 
ded coverage  of  gay  political  acti- 
vity from  its  pages,  some  activists 
concluded  that  the  story  was  allowed 
to  appear  in  order  to  create  public 
fear  of  homosexual  immigration.  The 
headline  on  the  Star  article  said 
that  Manpower  S  Immigration  Andras 
■Favours  Letting  Homosexuals  into 
Country' . 

Also,  on  October  18,  the  day  be- 
fore the  editorial  blast,  a  Star  pho- 
tographer had  to  be  physically  ejec- 
ted from  a  private  marriage  ceremony 
uniting  two  women,  one  with  a  child. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  The 
Star,  uninvited,  had  planned  sensa- 
tionalist coverage  of  the  marriage 
and  the  fact  that  one  of  the  women 
was  a  mother  in  order  to  play  up  the 
most  threatening  aspects  of  gay  lib- 
eration prior  to  the  publication  of 


news 

Media  Fairness  Committee 

challenges  Star  slanders 


Two  demonstrs 

■■  borne  of  ! 

ieh,  were  staged  during  (hi 
i  of  November  by  the  Cot 


for  N 

The 

30  to 


*>»■    rairncss   to  Gays. 
Committee  was   form,  i 
combat   the  tntlnaai  lesu 
:ampaign  ticked   off  by   the 
its    lead  editorial 


Toronto   Star 

of  October  ):> 

The  Committee  consists  of  two  do- 
Iple  from  the  Body  Politic 

Collective,  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality.  Voung  Socialists  the 
League  for  Socialist  Action,  the  Re- 
volutionary Marxist  Group,  and  unaf- 
filiated individuals. 

Almost  40  picketers  marched  in 
front  of  the  Star  building  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  distributing  copies  of_  the 
Body  Politic  special  edition  to  Star 
employees  and  to  pnssers-bv   it, 
special  edition  was  also  distributed 
in  a  cafeteria  inside  the  building 
just  before  the  demonstration  began 

On  November  10.  about  20  people 
showed  up  in  front  of  Honderich'. 
home  in  the  complacent  borough  of 
North  York.  Kondcrich  is  believod  to 
be  personally  responsible  for  the 
Star's  recurrent  anilhomosexunl  hate 
binges. 

Honderich  was  not  at  home,  but  the 
demonstration  succeeded  nevertheless 
in  attracting  considerable  attent- 
ion. Horrified  suburbanites  whisked 
their  little  ones  indoors  and  three 


port. 

The  purpose  of  the  forum  woui 
have  been    .. 

■ 

i  iMMtio rhc  -  .. 

tory  policies, 


Gay  studies 

survive  obstacles, 

others  appear 

»  Kay   studies  course  offered  by 
the  University  of  Toronto  has  over- 
come obstacles  ploce>l    ■  ,. 
nnd    is   gotflg   ahead   u>    planned. 

The  course   'Now  Perspectives  on 
the  Gay  Experience'   is  being  offer- 
•0   by    Ch(    university's  School   of 
Continuing  Studies,  which  offers 
courses  to  the  public 
nL-ed  publicity   to  attract  students 
and  meet   enrollment  criteria  for 

The  Toronto  press,   however,    In- 


lity  press 


1  to 


protect  the  local  popu] 

Hondorich's  immediate  neighbors, 
however,  ventured  from  their  home'to 
talk  to  the  demonstrators  and  ex- 
pressed their  support  for  the  pick- 
After  one  hour  the  picketers  dis- 
persed, having  planted  placards  on 
Hondorich's  lawn  which  read  'Bcland 
is  a  bigot) '  and  'Honderich  is  sick, 

The  Committee  for  Media  PatriH 
10  Gays  also  distributed  to  promin- 
ent persons  and  organizations  a 

T  condemning  The  Star's  po- 


; ought, 


.  Endoi 


:  few  (i 


forthcoming. 

In  addition,  the  Col 
buted  the  special  edii 
dy  Politic  in  Toronto 
on  local  campuses 
neighborhoods  of 


ity  i 


According  to  ken  Popert ,  a  member 
of  the  Body  Politic  Collective  and  ; 
an  executive  officer  of  the  Commit- 
tee, a  public  forum  had  been  discus- 
sed, but  the  idea  was  dropped  for 
lack  of  sponsors  and  financial  sup- 


bout  the  gay  studies  course,  The  To- 
ronto Star  suppressed  a  feature  sto- 
ry on  the  course  written  by  one  of 
Its  reporters. 

However.  Professor  Michuc 1  Lynch, 
who  is  teaching  the  course,  reports 
that  'the  course  has  been  fully  en- 
rolled despite  a  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  media  to  publlctle  It*. 
The  course  has  been  hearing  guest 
speakers  discuss  recent  views  favor- 
able to  guy  people  in  various  disci- 
Speakers  have  included  sociologist 
John  Lee,  author  of  "Colours  of 
Love'.  Professor  Phyllis  Grosskurth, 
author  of  a  biography  of  John  Add- 
ington  Symonds,  psychoanalyst  Dr  Da- 
vid Bergcr,  and  Roman  Catholic  theo- 
logian Father  Gregory  Baum. 

Cay  studies  courses  are  being  of- 
fered at  two  other  educational  in- 
stitutions in  Canada.  'The  Other 
Face  of  Love--Studies  in  Gay  Male 
literature"  is  being  taught  .it  I  on> 
cordin  University  in  Montreal  by 
Professor  Robin  Martin  and  Hill  Alt- 
ken  of  Montreal's  Androgyny  Book- 

And  at  Champlain  College  in  St 
Lambert,  Quebec.  Professor  Bryan 
Doubt  will  be  teaching  a  course  'The 
Homosexual  Perspective  in  Litera- 
ture' beginning  this  Jununry. 

Also  in  January.  The  University  of 
Toronto  School  of  Continuing  Studies 
will  offer  its  second  gay  studies 
course,  'Cay  Themes  in  North  Ameri- 
can  Literature' . 


Advertisers  desert  The  Body  Politic 


Following  The  Toronto  Star's  at- 
tack upon  The  Body  Politic,  which 
many  felt  was  a  transparent  attempt 
to  isolate  the  gay  liberation  move- 
ment from  gay  people,  several  self- 
styled  'gay'  businesses  have  with- 
drawn their  advertising  from  The  Bo- 
dy Politic  and  will  no  longer  sell 
the  paper  in  their  establishments. 

Leading  the  rush  to  punish  The  Bo- 
dy Politic  for  upsetting  his  fellow 
businessmen  at  The  Toronto  Star  was 
Peter  Maloncy,  manager  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  foreign-owned  Club 
Bath  chain  and  owner  of  The  Barracks. 
another  Toronto  steambath. 

The  Roman  Sauna  and  The  Librarv 
Steambath  followed  Hr  Moloney's 
lead.  The  owner  of  the  former  esta- 
blishment said  that  he  was  taking 
the  action  as  the  result  of  a  letter 
from  one  R  Lee  which  has  been  circu- 
lated to  all  Body  Politic  advertis- 
ers, suggesting  they  terminate  their 
business  with  the  paper. 

Taylor  said  that  the  letter  cited 
a  Metropolitan  Communit 
newsletter  editorial,  written  by  Ro- 


bert Nolfe,  minister  of  the  Toronto 
congregation. 

The  manager  of  The  Library  Steam- 
bath said:  'Gay  business  and  the  guy 
chuech  are  gonna  get  together  on 
this'. 

Commenting  on  the  situation,  Ger- 
ald Hannon,  Body  Politic  advertising 
manager  said:  'Ads  from  these  esta- 
blishments were  becoming  contentious 
both  within  the  Collective  and  among 
our  readers;  no*  the  problem  is  sol- 
ved and  the  loss  in  revenue  has  more 
than  been  made  up  for  by  new  ajver- 


Gays  Ottawa 

elects  officers 

Gays  Ottawa  has  named  Charlie  Mill 
to  the  office  of  president   for  a 
third    term  at    its   annual   membership 
meeting    in  November,    till]    •■ 
posed  in  seeking  the 

Also   elected   to 
were  Cienn   Fredericks,  Charlsi 
Bellcaare,   and  Denis  let  lint. 


THE    BODY    POLITIC- 


Children  risk n  seduction 


Appar 

oronto's  "family  newspapers",  the 
tar  and  the  Sun,  the  three  children 
ictured  above  courageously  risked 
eing  homosexual ly  raped  when  they 
oined  in  a  gay  picket  of  the  Sun 
ecently. 
Their  unexpected  arrival  nearly 
oused  a  riot  as  many  of  the  gays, 
nable  to  restrain  themselves  In  the 
face  of  such  provocation,  broke 


renpte 
proselytize  to  the  youngsters. 

One  demonstrator 
with  lust  for  the  children  that  he 
becan  drooling  on  the  sidewalk  and 
dragged  away,  I 


>ing. 


ft  spokesperson  for  the  gays  lati 
assured  reporters  that,  despite  sucl 
incidents,  none  of  the  children 
been  molested. 


Gay  bursary  established 


Loyola  campus  of  Concordia  Universi- 
ty in  Montreal  to  finance  a  (200 
bursary  which  is  to  be  awarded  annu- 
ally 10  a  gay  student.  It  is  believ- 
ed to  be  the  first  scholarship  re- 
stricted to  members  of  the  gay  mino- 
rity ever  offered  by  a  university. 
The  bursary  has  been  established 
1  anonymous  donor  in  memory  of  a 


a  be 

gay  student,  male  or  female,  who 

shows  academic  merit  and  financial 

Concordia  is  a  new  undergraduate 
university  formed  by  the  merging  of 
Sir  George  Williams  University  and 
Loyola  College.  Although  Loyola  Col- 
lege was  affiliated  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Concordia  is  a  pub- 
lic institution.  There  are  about 
4500  student!  on  the  Loyola  campus. 

The  bursary  has  received  only  ten- 
tative approval  from  the  Loyola 
Scholarship  Committee  pending  the 
establishment  of  a  policy  on  re- 
stricted scholarships  by  the  new  u- 
niversity. 


Puerto  Rico  gays 
suffer  set-back 

Puerto  Rico's  gay  community  is  bra- 
cing itself  for  a  showdown  with  the 
government  in  January,  when  a  new  pe- 
nal code  containing  stricter  anti-gay 
clauses  cones   into  effect. 

Originally,   a  judicial  refom  com- 
mittee recomended  that  anti-gay  sec- 
■inended   to  prohibit   only   sex 
by  force  or  threat,   or  with  someone 
16  years  of  age  or  younger.   However, 
public  outcrv    :iciinft    this   proposal 
resulted   in  the   sections  regaining 
unaltered  and  new  sections  prohibi- 
ting   seJ    r>et«een   «c*en,   and    the  Ope- 
of  gay  bars  have  been  added 


According  to  Ms  Freda  Kaffcy,  Di 
rector  of  Financial  Aid,  students 
may  be  nominated  for  the  bursary  i 
they  may  apply  in  writing.  Nomina- 
tions and  applications  will  be  cor 
s  idi-red  confidential    information. 


Union  wins 
'partial  victory' 


The  efforts  of  Toronto  Public  Li- 
brary employees  to  have  a  written 
guarantee  prohibiting  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  'sexual  preference' 
included  in  their  first  union  con- 

Although  the  guarantee  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  contract  itself,  lib- 
rary management  agreed  to  embody 

tent'  to  be  appended  to  the  con- 
Chris  Fox,  president  of  the  nego- 
tiating committee  for  Canadian  Union 
of  Public  Employees  Local  1S82, 
which  represents  Toronto  Library  em- 
ployees, indicates  that  the  union 
will  try  to  have  the  protective  mea 
sure  included  in  the  body  of  the 
contract  when  it  comes  up  for  rene- 
gotiation in  1976. 


I  the 


legit 


hben  the  legislature  passed  the 
Sill,  militant  gay  groups  launched 
a  ciapolgn  asking  the  Governor  not 
to   sign  the   Bill    into    law. 

However,   the  Governor  refused  to 
go  against  public  opinion,  and  would 
not  veto  the  legislation. 

The  result  of  all   thi*  has  been  to 

force  the  previously  underground  gay 

ice  and  organise  for 

The  n 


London  group 

makes  plans 

for  new  centre 


The  Hooopbile  Association  of  Lon- 
don Ontario  has  rented  a  building 
which,   when  ready  for  use,   -ill   be 
Canada's   largest  gay  conaaunity  ccn- 

The  building,   located  on  Colborne 
Street   in  London,   is  a  two-storey 
structure  with  over  10,000  square 
feet  of  usable  floor  space. 

The  main  floor  will  be  used  by 
the  Association   for  dances  and  oth- 
er functions,   while  the  basement 
and  part  of  the  second  floor  will 
be  sublet  to  cover  costs. 

"He  feel  really  happy,  eager,  and 
hopeful  about  this  place"  says  the 
Association  executive. 


Vancouver  groups  seek 
city  council  funding 


r  Gav   Informatit 

■ 

on  September   :6th    seeling   a   grant  of 
■     its   services   for 


Inj 


resented  a 
brief  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
rvlces  outlining  the  need 
for  the  £rj;ir  by  stmt  in  j  that,  until 
nok,  it  ii.d  "financed  services  from 
personal  funds  which  are  no* 
ed." 

The  brief  stated   that  Van 
Inforaat I'-.'i  ditlon   to 

operating   ,!  . 

lent  housin  retaining  a 

IJ-hour    ci  .  niing  a 

md  other 

,    would   also   conj.i. 


i  4is( 


,,„d 


■    Lewis,    co-ordinatur    for    Chi 
.    stated  that  "Cotinc  1 1    has 


that  to 

■ 

dynamite1 

■  i  h.it    ii  i 
■  ■  ■:         il*     md  chat 

■ 

..■     .    ,: 

■Yi.tict,  who  suggest* 

Mu.     ipp]  tent  ,.  „    i., 

.;.■  .  ii  truent 

For  a  data  if  the 

group's  need   for   funding. 

Barren  H  ,,       . 

■  ■.■ii   for   the   '"■''.nil  ■  at  i. .ii.    ii 

...j  td.it  tin-  request    Id  I  ■ 

"on  merit  rather  than  on  political 
■". '  .  'i.i    i  ms  " 

The  Cay  Informal  ion  Servici    will   ap- 
pear in  Counc  11   Ch  iBberi     ■>■.'  Il 

iter  the  socinl   plannln 


Australian  commission 
recommends  reforms 


The  West  Australia  government's  roy- 
al commission  on  homosexuality  has  re- 
cently issued  a  report  that  recommends 
a  liberalisation  of  the  state's  laws 
concerning  homosexuality. 

The  commission  recommended,  among 
other  things,  that  homosexual  acts 
in  private  between  consenting  adults 
over  the  age  of  18  should  not  he  a 

The  commission  made  its  rocomnonda- 
tions  after  receiving  more  than  SO 
written  submissions  and  holding  12  pub- 
lic meetings. 

Among  the  commission's  other  suggest- 
ions were  a  revision  of  the  statutes 
relating  to  sex  in  public  places  and 
to  non-consentual  acts  by  removing  se- 
vere punishments  such  as  hard  labour 
and  whipping. 

The  report  also  urged  "greater  tol- 
erance by  the  heterosexual  cownunity" 
towards  homosexuals  and  acknowledged 
that  most  problems  for  gay  people  a- 
rise  as  a  result  of  social  pressures 
forced  upon  them  by  heterosexuals. 


and  blackmail  against  hoiioseiua  Is  , 

["he  report  lii-  r ,,,  ,  . 

the  press  and  church  groups  in,!  .. ,  I  I 
be  debated  in  the  IVust  ,\usi  r..  I  | .,,,  i,,i- 
iament  shortly. 

However,  Brian  Lindbergi  pi | 

of  the  Campaign  Against  Moral  Persec- 
ution (CAMP),  stated:   "This  is  all 
a  big  step  in  the  right  direction,  but 
not  quite  tar  enough." 

CAMP  in  particular  objects  CO  the 
establishment  of  18  as  the  age  of  con- 
sent for  guys  when  the  ape  for  het- 


....campus  bigotry 


itrnr 


>  find  l 


1 1 1 


rugg- 


ling  t 
dentines1  . 

The  University  Judicial  Commit- 
tee or  a  Hearing  Board  of  the  Uni- 
versity Policy  Committee  on  Human 
flights  could  examine  the  matter. 
Either  body  could  recommend  expul- 


for  < 


piar 


The  Body  Politic  refuses 
ad  for  Toronto  bar 

Beginning  in  this  issue,  the  Body    the  Body  Politic  Collective  concludes 
Politic  will  not  carry  advertisements  that  the  Carriage  House  has  dellber- 
for  the  Carriage  House,  a  popular  gay  ately  adopted  a  policy  intended  to 
hotel  and  bar  in  Toronto,  because  it   discriminate  against  women  and  He  ail 
discriminates  against  women. 

The  Carriage  House  has  recently 
changed  its  regulations  and  now  re- 
fuses to  allow  women  into  the  two 
lower  floor,  bars  and  will  only  admit 
women  into  the  upstairs  lounge  if 
they  are  properly  attired. 

Proper  attire,  according  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  hotel,  means  that  wom- 
en will  not  be  allowed  to  wear  blue- 


Pro  vioi 


.  this 


been  allowed  i 

Nhen  asked  about  the  new  policy,  a 
■!r.  r.reene,  manager  of  the  bars,  in- 
formed the  Body  Politic  that  women 
were  being  restricted  from  the  lower 
bars  because  these  were  now  licensed 
»ith  the  Liquor  Licensing  Control 
Board  as  "men's  bars". 

However,  he  did  not  say  vty   they 
had  been  reclassified. 

He  also  stated  that  he  mi 
women  in  hluejeans  and  men  in  T-^lilrts 
from  entering  the  upstair*  lounge  be- 
cause he  wanted  IC 

Asserting  that  it  was  his  legal 
right  to  do  this,  he  went  on  to  state 
that  If  he  were  "hassled"  for  these 
■  that  fe- 
male patrons  wear  dress". 


Socialist  candidates 
lend  support 
to  gay  civil  rights 

The  League  for  Socialist  Act. of 
(LSA)   has  recently  taken  a  more  pub- 
lic stance  on  homosexualitv   ' 
Lnj   it=  support  to  the  gay  rights 
struggle. 

■iJidates   in  Toronto's   recent- 
ly  completed;  municipal    elections    fur- 

■ 
referring   to  discrimination  against 
gays   In  their  canpalgn   literature. 

This   support  was  outlined  In  a 
section   of   their   nlatform  entitled 

'Civil  and  Human  Rights  for  Gaya'. 
The  section  demanded  The  repeal 
of  Criminal  Code  provisions  deal- 
ing with  homoiexual  act*,  an  end 
ii  nation  In  oaployment, 
housing,   add   Immigration,   and  an 


—  HIE  BODY  POLITIC  • 


Why  Boycott  Grapes 
and  Head  Lettuce? 


L 


Because  the  life  expectancy  of  a 
farmworker  is  only  49  years 
49  years  of  working  in  the  fields  to 
put  food  on  your  table. 

Support  the  United  Farmworker.  Union  (AFLCIOl 


The  Christmas  Planl  Plan 


Buynowar 

Come  in  by  December  1 5 
pick  and  pay  for  your 
Christmas  plants.  If  you 
bring  this  ad,  we'll  give  you 
5%  off  our  already  low 
prices ...  and  make  sur<- 
they're  delivered  by 
December24.    .  forfree' 
What  could  be  easier' 
(Except  for  our  Gill 
Certifi  cates — an  other  good 
way  for  you  to  give  gifts  that 
really  keep  on  growing!) 


247 A.Wellesley  St  E 
923-6549 
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SPECIAL  STUDDING  SERVICE 

YOUR  DESIGN  OR  OURS 

METAL  STUDS  OR  RHINESTONES 

TOYS  AND  NOVELTIES 


custom  designed 

specializing  in  denims, 

leathers  and  suedes 

forms  to  formal  wear 

western  to  biker 

unisex  boutique 


Fashions 


TAKE  TWO  FASHIONS  mail  order  catalogue 

1s  available  f™:  2036  Bazar,  Bay  Road.,  Sidney  B 
rt       „,     Canada  VOS  1H0    (604)  656-541*" 
There  is  a  |5j  mailing,  charge 
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LChegues   or  Honey   Orders  welrc-P  " 


Postal 
Code 


comment 

a  more  militant  movement 

Sveinr"'""  "aVe  U"tU  """">•  «"■<  «l»»t  exclu- 
sively on  quiet  negotiations  and  dealings  with  civil 

S"^  P¥U?«".  »  tactic  which  ,:  uHed 

.  public  af  large^  lin°red  *  thE  «->«™»"  *"><>  *« 

People's  caravan.   However,  after  the  dust  of  the  "ol 
hL  rdMrTal  afSa"ltS  °f  the  RCMP  ™  the  protestors 

:.sr^i!;^„^n^Ced%^-be„ri™ 

take  the  demands  of  the  Native  People  seriousTv   Crti- 
dian  leaders?""85  """  i""ediatel>'  «™S<«<  *th  I„- 

On  a  smaller  level,  the  situation  was  similar  in  the 
case  of  the  gay  picket.  Presentations  and  lobbying  to 
seek  changes  in  the  Immigration  Act  had  taken  pi  ce  for 

Win  a  r",:  y\°f   °"a"a  "ad  been  "tempting  „  „0! 

tain  a  meeting  with  immigration  officials  for  over  a 
month  concerning  the  Kyper  case.  The  Immigration  De- 

a"™rofC0,ra"U1  "  ign°re  "S'  "°Z   "'"   "Spending  to 
a  Gays  of  Ottawa  letter.  Then  suddenly  under  the  threat 

us   Li;"""1-  the  "-'Station  department  c'nLcS 
us  to  offer  a  meeting  with  senior  officials.  The  resul- 
ting meeting  and  picket  received  wide  media  coverage  a 
necessary  educational  tool  for  raising  both  the  stra  ent 
and  gay  collective  consciousnesses.  straight 

meat  "ITJ"  '"!  Gay  ™ve"""  ■  "  »"hin  the  Indian  move- 
Bent,  have  condemned  and  continue  to  condemn  public  ac- 
tion as  a  tactic.  They  claim  it  'harms  our  image'  or  is 

are"!,,?,     '  P"ti™lar'>'  "he"  the"  *"  "   f«»  »»° 
are  willing  or  abie  to  march.  This  became  one  of  the 
major  issues  of  the  National  Conference  in  Winnipeg  when 
a  group  of  individuals  chose  not  to  participate  in  the 
National  Cay  Pride  March  for  these  very  reasons. 

The  results  disprove  their  contention.  Twelve  gay  men 
and  women  in  Ottawa  managed  to  obtain  real  concrete  re- 
sults, results  which  under  the  table  dealings  would  ne- 
ver have  accomplished,  i.e.  publicity  for  the  gay  rights 
cause,  and  public  statements  on  behalf  of  a  federal  min- 
ister. And  this  is  not  the  first  such  example.  GATE 
Vancouver,  GATE  Toronto,  and  Gays  for  Equalitv  Winnipeg) 
have  shown  in  the  past  that  public  action  by  a  small 
group  of  gay  people  is  very  effective. 

This  is  not  to  deny  the  need  for  dialogue.  But  when  po- 
liticians and  the  media  are  unresponsive,  the  dialogue 
becomes  one-sided.  Was  this  not  largely  the  case  in  the 
NGEC  effort  where  the  press  and  the  majority  of  the  can- 
didates ignored  the  questionnaire  campaign?  It  was  only 
the  participation  in  public  meetings  which  forced  the  po- 
liticians to  commit  themselves  publicly  and  the  media  to 
report  our  demands. 

The  Gay  Liberation  Movement  in  this  country  must  once 
and  for  all  realite  that  it  is  only  through  public  ac- 
tion that  Gay  Rights  will  be  taken  seriously.  Wc  can- 
not remain  a  closet  movement  forever  if  we  are  trulv 
interested  in  equality  for  gay  people 


U.S.    funds. 


Ron  Dayman 


■  THE    BODY   POLITIC  - 


comment 

MCC-  liberation  faith 


The  essential  teaching  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  known 
as  the  Christ,  is  a  message  of  liberation,  of  freedom. 
Of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  we  carefully  read  the 
statements  attributed  to  him  in  the  gospels,  and  if  we 
carefully  read  the  writings  of  the  period  immediately 
following  his  death.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  regardless 
of  what  churches  and  'conventional  christian  wisdom* have 
done  with  those  teachings. 

Since  that  message  is  one  of  liberation,  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  timely  and  vital  to  a  depressed  and 
downtrodden  community  of  gay  people  today,  just  as  it 
was  timely  and  vital  to  the  depressed  and  downtrodden 
community  of  Jews,  and  others,  in  the  first  century. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto,  along  with 
its  seventy-five  affiliated  churches  in  eight  countries, 
is  a  christian  church.   It  is  a  christian  church  in  that 
it  follows  Christ.   Its  loyalty  is  to  him,  not  to  man- 
made  ecclesiastical  organisations.   It  listens  to  what 
he  had  to  say.   It  accepts  him  as  model,  leader,  teacher. 
When  he  says  that  he  is  the  son  of  God,  we  know  that  he  I 
is  telling  us  that  we  can  each  have  that  same  relation- 
ship with  the  creator,  with  the  source  of  all  life,  with 
the  prime  mover.  When  he  fought  the  Pharisees,  when  he 
said  that  the  whole  of  the  old  testament —  church  law- 
added  up  to  saying  "love  God  and  love  your  neighbour", 
we  know  he  was  saying  that  humans  had  taken  the  truth  of 
Cod  and  tried  to  smash  it  down  into  a  man-written  book 
of  rules.  Today  we  look  at  what  churches  have  done  in 
the  past  nineteen  centuries,  and  we  know  that  the  Phari- 
sees are  still  at  work,  and  have  been  trying  to  take  the 
life  affirming  teachings  of  Jesus  and  smash  them  down 
between  the  covers  of  another  man-written  book  of  rules. 
That  message  is  one  of  spirit,  not  of  rules:   stop 
living  your  life  in  fear  of  what  others  are  saying.  Make 


up  your  own  mind.  Are  you  going  to  live  a  I 

tude  just  for  your  own  pleasure  ;ind  creature  comfo 

are  you  going  to  live  to  be  a  part  of  a  com 

people  in  touch  with  the  source  ind  the  continuity  at   all 

existence?  Make  up  your  own  mind—  ire  you  going  Co  be 

alone,  or  are  you  going  to  he  a  part  of  the  On 

A  big  part  of  the  oppression  of  gays  is  gay  oppres- 
sion, what  we  do  to  ourselves  as  gaj  heai  L1 
from  childhood:  gay  is  bad,  gaj  [s  ridiculous,  gay  is 
immoral  and  sinful,  gay  is  despicable.   Each  of  us  his 

had  to  face  the  day  when  she  or  he  had  to  admit  tQ   ■ 

one  of  those  bad,  ridiculous,  immoral,  sinful,  despicable, 
persons,  and  we  each  had  to  make  some  sort  of  adjustment 
to  that  discover)',  some  sort  of  peace  within  ourselves. 
But  all  too  often,  the  Pharisitical  poison  remains  plan- 
ted deep  inside  of  us.  We  have  bought  the  judgment!  ol 
others,  we  have  no  faith,  we  make  the  traditions  of  man 
our  god,  rather  than  the  spirit  that  is  within,   tfe  hide 
within  ourselves  or  cluster  in  small  congenial  ghettos 
like  strangers  in  an  alien  and  hostile  land. 

A  church  which  believes  Jesus  when  he  tells  us  that 
each  of  us  is  to  look  to  God  as  father,  not  to  humans; 
that  each  of  us  has  within  us  the  spirit  of  God  which 
tells  us  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  in  our  lives, 
if  we'll  only  listen;  that  faith  in  God  requires  Faith 
in  self--  that  church  has  got  to  be  immersed  in  gay  li- 
beration, and  human  liberation,  as  much  as  any  other 
group,  perhaps  even  more  so. 

Whatever  the  label  we  use:  God,  Source  of  Life. 
Great  Parent,  Universal  Principle,  the  message  is  the 
same.   Relate  to  it  and  be  a  part  of  it;   have  faith, 
you're  not  alone;  break  out  of  the  negative  thought  pat- 
terns you've  inherited  from  parents,  teachers,  churches; 
affirm  life  and  community  of  love  in  a  positive,  confi- 
dent way. 

That's  Christ's  message,  and  that's  gay  liberation. 
They  are  one  and  the  same. 

Robert  Wolfe    pastor 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  ot    Toronto. 
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serving  the  Gay  Community  with 
PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICES. 
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MASSAGE  AND  STEAM  —  FOR  GENTLEMEN  ONLY 
ATTRACTIVE  MALE  ATTENDANTS 
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266-1239  OR  DROP  IN  AT  2875  KINGSTON  ROAD. 


inside  cut — 

]  ression  is  ubiquitous,  multi-sidad  and  oft.  ■ 
to  describe.      And  y< ■■,  b«W  how  and 

why  we  are  oppressed,  there's  not  much  point  in  talking 
about  "liberation''. 

Inside  Out  is  a  colwm  of  basic  observations  uhi,-': 
essential  to  self -understanding   —  and  therefore  self- 
l iberation. 

Many  gay  people     have   to  face  the  accusations  of  friends 
and  relatives  that  their  sexual  orientation  is  against 
the  will  of  God.     We  feel  that   this  extract  from  the 
book  What  Every  Homosexual  Knows  will  be  helpful   in 
dealing  with  this  common  situation. 

Let  us  take  an  indisputably  "clear"  statement  against 
homosexuality:  "Do  not  lie  with  a  male  as  one  lies  with 
a  woman;  it  is  an  abhorrence."  (Leviticus  18:22).  No 
one  should  attempt  to  obscure  the  fact  that  1 1.  ._■  i .  ■  i.  a 
"clear"  Biblical  injunction  against  homosexual  behavior. 
Equally  "clear"  are  the  following  statements: 

1)  If  a  man  commits  adultery  with  a  married  woman,  the 
adulterer  and  adulteress  shall  be  put  to  death,  (l.cvi- 
ticus  20:10j. 

2)  When  brothers  dwell  together  and  one  of  th-m  in 
and  leaves  no  son,  the  wife  of  the  deceased  shall  not 
be  married  to  a  stranger  outside  the  family.  The  hus- 
band's brother  shall  unite  with  her  and  take  her  as  a 
wife.  (Deuteronomy  25:5). 

The  important  and  crucial  point  is  why  do  we  reject  the 
ahove  "clear"  Old  Testament  statements  when  it  refers 
to  heterosexual  relationships,  but  accept  the  "clear" 
statement  against  homosexuality .  What  are  the  methods 
which  enable  a  person  to  say  that  certain  laws  of  God 
are  obsolete  while  other  laws  of  God  are  operative? 

Let  us  continue  with  our  discussion  of  the  "clear"  laws 
of  the  Bible.  Do  you  possess  property?  Read  what  Je- 
sus said  to  the  man  who  asked  to  gain  eternal  life,  the 
objective  of  most  Christians.  "One  thing  thou  lackest. 
Co  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast  and  give  it  to 
the  poor."  Do  you  turn  the  other  cheek  when  someone 
mauls  you?  Do  you  give  your  clothing  to  a  person  who 
merely  asks  for  it?  These  statements  of  Christ  arc 
commands,  and  to  a  Christian,  one  could  presume,  more 
binding  than  any  statement  in  either  the  Old  or  New 
Testaments. 

Some  Christians  find  reasons  to  disobey  these  direct 
and  clear  commands,  and  yet  do  not  feel  mentally  ill- 
at-ease  in  demanding  that  the  community  support  the  pro- 
hibition of  homosexual  behaviour.  Be  honest.  See  if 
your  acceptance  of  the  clear  statement  against  homo- 
sexuality is  not  based  on  a  dislike  of  the  act  itself 
or  of  your  impression  of  certain  homosexuals.  You  do 
not  like  homosexuality,  so  naturally  you  demand  obed- 
ience of  this  particular  Old  Testament  law  --  at  the 
same  time,  of  course,  personally  ignoring  or  disobeying 
other  Old  Testament  laws.   In  other  words,  you  obey 
just  the  laws  of  God  that  suit  you. 

Is  it  not  time  we  honestly  admit  that  saying  that  the 
Bible  condemns  certain  sexual  practices  is  merely  ano- 
ther way  of  saying  that  certain  individuals  condemn 
these  practices.  As  I  have  shown,  the  Bible  is  "clear" 
about  adultery,  but  we  do  not  put  adulterers  to  death. 
The  Bible  is  "clear"  in  the  command  to  a  brother  to 
marry  his  brother's  wife  if  his  brother  has  died  and 
left  no  son.  None  of  us  obey  these  laws.  According 
to  Roman  Catholics,  the  Bible  is  "clear"  when  it  says, 
"Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife  and  marry  another 
committeth  adultery  against  her".  Are  you  divorced? 
Do  you  approve  of  divorce?  You  are,  according  to  one 
interpretation,  disobeying  God's  law.  Do  we  kill  di- 
vorced persons  even  if  Christ  said  that  a  divorced  per- 
son commits  adultery  and  you  recall  the  Old  Testament 
commands  the  killing  of  adulterers.  Why  do  we  not  obey 
these  eex  laws  governing  the  relationship  of  man  and 
woman?     The  answer  is  clear  to  me.   When  it  suits  our 
purpose,  we  change,  modify,  and  reinterpret  the  law. 

To  hide  behind  the  facade  that  the  restrictions  on  ho- 
mosexuality are  God's  will,  however,  is  intellectual 
dishonesty,  unless  the  person,  himself,  imposes  on  him- 
self all   of  the  prohibitions  and  laws  of  both  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  --  and  no  person  in  our  society  does 
this. 


-  THE    BODY   POLITIC  • 


Sally  Gcarhart 


THE    LESEIAN 

AND 
©CE  TEE  FATHER        cr 


Of  the  host  of  things  I'd  like  to  share  with  you,  a  few 
at  least  bear  mention: 

I  could  speak  with  you  about  the  twelve  specific  refer- 
ences to  homosexuality  in  the  Bible,  about  the  fact  that 
only  one  of  those  references  includes  any  suggestion  of 
female  homosexuality. 

Or,  1  might  use  a  feature-article  approach  on  "Lesbians 
1  Have  Known  in  the  Church"  (and  still  know).   I  doubt 
that  many  of  you  would  be  shocked  at  personal  or  exper- 
iential estimates  of  the  number  of  lesbians  in  your  con- 
gregations.  I  would,  though,  assure  you  that  you  don't 
find  lesbians  just  among  the  single  women  in  the  church; 
nor,  of  course,  are  all  single  women  lesbians.  What  may 
come  as  a  bit  of  a  surprise  is  that  lesbians  are  to  be 
found  in  significant  numbers  among  heterosexually  mar- 
ried women,  women  trapped  by  their  commitment  to  fami- 
lies and  to  husbands,  women  who  know  deep  in  themselves 
that  their  most  authentic  love  relationships  have  been 
and  perhaps  even  now  are  with  women. 

Perhaps  more  important  might  be  a  recounting  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  lesbians  I  have  met  in  the  past  year  who  have 
left  the  church.  I  could  relate  hair-raising  stories  of 
how  the  church  attempted  to  dehumanize  them,  of  how  much 
pain  they  have  suffered  at  its  hands.  I  could  tell  you 
of  the  rage  that  erupts  in  some  of  them  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  anything  Christian  and  of  the  tolerant  laughter 
that  springs  from  others  at  the  mention  of  such  devita- 
lized concepts  as  'sin'  or  'salvation'. 

Or,  I  could  fall  into  the  old  trap  of  trying  to  define 
a  lesbian  by  male  standards,  by  the  same  philosophy 
that  says  "All  the  lesbian  needs  is  a  good  lay  with  a 
real  man  to  make  her  normal."  The  male  notion  of  the 
lesbian  is  the  sexual  one:  she  is  a  lesbian  simply  be- 
cause she  'has  sex'  with  women.  Nothing  could  be  far- 
ther from  the  truth.   But  if  we  were  talking  in  man- 
language  about  lesbianism,  I'd  want  to  point  out  that 
what  lesbians  and  gay  men  do  in  bed  is  technically   no 
different  from  what  many  of  you  do  in  bed  with  your 
wives  or  husbands  [assuming  you  have  a  healthy  and  vi- 
vid sexual  relationship).  The  pain  is  that  although 
heterosexual  couples  do  'it'  and  marriage  manuals  even 
recommend  'it'  to.  buck  up  an  otherwise  tired  and  dull 
sexual  life,  still  you  give  lip  service  to  the  notion 
that  the  'missionary  position'  is  the  only  proper  mode 
of  sexual  expression.   You  support  a  hypocritical  mo- 
rality that  sanctions  only  the  sex  act  that  is  poten- 
tially progenerative.   By  your  silence  on  any  other 
mode  of  sexual  expression  you  continue  to  oppress  gay 
people  every  minute  of  every  day. 

But  the  main  thing  I  want  to  share  with  you  is  twofold. 

First,  I  cannot  separate  the  lesbian  from  the  woman. 
This  is  .not  only  because  my  oppression  has  been  more 
as  a  woman  than  as  a  lesbian  [though  that  of  course  is 
true),  but  also  because  to  me  beinjj  a  lesbian  is  what 
really  being  a  woman  means.   I  like  to  think  that  the 
way  politically  conscious  lesbians  'are'  in  the  world 
today  is  the  way  all  women  were  before  the  tyranny  of 
the  patriarchy.  To  be  a  lesbian  is  to  be  identified  not 
by  men  or  by  a  society  made  by  men,  but  by  me,  by  a  wo- 
man. And  the  more  I  am  identified  by/for  me,  by/for 
my  own  experience,  by/for  my  own  values,  the  more 'a  full 
woman  1  feel  I  become. 


More  and  more  woman-identified  womi-n  are  emerging  every 
day.  More  and  more  lesbians.   It's  not  that  more  and 
more  women  are  leaping  into  bed  with  each  other.   That 
may  be  your  fantasy--  certainly  it  is  a  common  male 
fantasy--  as  to  what  lesbianism  is  all  about.  And  in- 
deed, my  understanding  is  that  astounding  numbers  of 
women  are  extending  their  love  relationships  with  other 
women  into  sexual  dimensions.  But  that's  not  the  dis- 
tinguishing characteristic  of  a  lesbian.   Lesbianism  is 
a  life-style,  a  mind-set,  a  body  of  experiences.   I  would 
like  to  call  any  woman-identified  woman  a  lesbian,  and 
if  she's  really  woman-identified,  she'll  feel  good  about 
being  called  a  lesbian,  whether  or  not  she's  had  any  se- 
xual relationship  with  another  woman. 

The  woman-identified  women  who  are  being  reborn  every 
day  are  those  who  are  shaking  off  the  chains  forged  by 
thousands  of  years  of  ecclesiastical  propaganda.  Shak- 
ing off  their  definition  as  male  property,  as  male's 
helpmate,  as  the  pure  and  empedestaled  virtue-vessels 
that  need  chivalrous  male  protection.  They  are  the  un- 
ladylike women,  the  angry  women,  the  ones  who  make  you 
feel  a  little  uneasy  with  their  freedom  of  body,  with 
the  way  they  cross  their  legs  or  open  their  own  car 
doors,  or  the  way  they  look  as  though  they'll  give  you 
a  karate  chop  if  you  hassle  them.  They  are  the  ones  who 
reach  a  deep  and  threatening  place  inside  every  man's 
gut,  the  ones  who  can  make  your  stomach  turn  over  because 
they  represent  a  truth  that  your  own  stomach  has  always 
secretly  known.   Particularly  if  you  are  a  man,  you  both 
hate  and  admire  their  independence,  their  strength. 

The  women  being  reborn  today  (that's  the  real  meaning  of 
resurrection)  are  the  ones  marching  for  the  rights  to 
their  own  bodies  at  abortion  demonstrations.  Often  they 
are  women  of  witch-like  appearance,  women  in  jeans  and 
boots  who  have  laid  away  the  girdles  and  garters  that 
bound  them  into  the  profiteering  system.  They  are  wo- 
men whose  faces  are  honest,  whose  hair  flies  free,  whose 
minds  and  bodies  are  growing  supple  and  steady  and  sure 
in  their  self-possession,  whose  love  is  growing  deep  and 
wide  in  the  realities  of  newly  discovered  relationships 
with  other  women. 

They  don't  need  the  church.  The  last  thing  they  think 
about  now  is  the  church.  They  have  within  themselves 
what  the  church  has  claimed  as  its  own  and  distorted  so 
ironically  for  its  own  economic  and  psychological  pur- 
poses these  thousands  of  years. 

Second,  being  a  lesbian  involves  for  me  some  growing 
political  consciousness.  That  means  I  am  committed  to 
assessing  institutions  like  the  church,  which,  as  far  as 
women  are  concerned,  takes  the  prize  as  the  most  influ- 
ential and  in  itself  the  most  insidiously  oppressive 
institution  in  Western  society.  The  matter  of  its  in- 
fluence needs  no  elaborating.   Its  insidiousness  lies 
most  obviously  in  the  fact  that  it  has  made  women  (par- 
ticularly white  women)  not  only  victims  but  murderers  in 
a  complex  and  exploitative  economic  system.  One  of  the 
greatest  marks  of  women's  oppression  is  our  conviction 
that  we  are  not  oppressed. 

1  look  forward  with  great  anticipation  to  the  death  of 
the  church  as  it  presently  exists.  The  sooner  it  dies, 
the  sooner  we  can  be  about  the  business  of  living  the 
gospel.  That  living  cannot  take  place  in  the  church  as 
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it   is  now,    and   I   suspect   that  most   of  us  here  have  known 
that   for  a   long  time.      But   if  we  count  on   'renewal'    or 
'reform',    then  clearly  we  have  not  heard  the  voices  of 
Third  World  peoples  here  and  abroad. 

Renewal   and  reform  are  not   enough.     Renewal   and  reform 
are  more  often  sops,    liberal  cop-outs  and  tokenism  in 
the   face  of  real    and   harder  tasks.      For   example, with 
gritted  teeth  some  denominations  offer  to  ordain  women. 


sisting  not  only  upon   the  death  of  the   institutional 
church  but  upon  specific  ways  of  carrying  out   that 
goal.      In  other  words,    I  want  to  hear  voices   (so  bold 
in  private)    insisting  in  public  upon  programs   that  af- 
firm plural   relationship,   collective  and  communal   li- 
ving,  same-sex   love  relationships,   childhood  sexuality, 
masturbating,   and  self-love.      I  want   loud  voices  protes- 
ting sex-role  socialization:     that   is,   our  practice  of 
brainwashing  people  with  outside  plumbing  to  assume  the 


all  the  church  needs  is  a  good  lay  (on  its  side) 


They  then  expect  me  to  rejoice  in  this,  light  bonfires 
on  the  hillside,  and  dance  around  the  sacred  flame.   Far 
from  rejoicing,  I  really  feel  sick,  sick  that  woman  en- 
ergy shall  now  officially  be  made  captive  to  the  insti- 
tutions, sick  that  in  the  very  act  of  ordination  a  wo- 
man has  separated  herself  from  me  and  from  others.  She 
has  played  the  church's  game  for  good  reason--  in  order 
to  secure  her  survival.  But  in  doing  so,  she  hasn't 
changed  the  church.  She  has  only  mounted  another  pe- 
destal. 

I  am  weary  of  the  timid  reassurances  that  "things  are 
changing",  or  that  "our  congregation/pastor/district/ 
seminary  is  different",  or  that  you  have  to  play  the 
system's  game  to  get  into  a  power  position  so  you  can 
do  some  good.   I  mistrust  with  all  my  woman-heart  the 
motive  that  keeps  women  committed  to  church  renewal, 
i.e.,  "The  church  needs   me."  I  am  tired  of  hearing 
liberal  churchpeople  (both  women  and  men)  lay  out  trans- 
forming radical  ideas  in  private  and  then  collapse  in- 
to meek  submission  in  public  when  the  chips  are  down. 
But  I  do  understand  why  it  happens:   I  know  how  impor- 
tant in  this  society  it  is  to  get  a  pay  check. 

I  long  to  hear  voices  in  public  church  gatherings   in- 


role  of  strong-dominant-active-intelligent-conquering- 
IIE-'IAN,  and  those  with  inside  plumbing  to  assume  that 
of  weak-subraissive-receptive-dumb-conquered-GITlL.  Of 
course  if  such  voices  are  heard,  they  are  not  likely  to 
be  heard  again  very  often  under  the  rafters  of  the  in- 
stitutional church.  Such  speakers  have  to  be  prepared 
to  be  ousted--  and  that,  after  all,  may  be  the  real 
point. 

What  is  devastating  and  dehumanizing  about  the  church 
is  not  its  foundation  of  love,  but  the  superstructure 
of  patriarchial,  theological  claptrap  that  has  been 
hoisted  on  that  foundation.  The  superstructure  shivers 
and  quakes  whenever  the  sanctity  of  the  nuclear  family 
or  the  traditional  concepts  of  sexuality  are  called  in- 
to question —  and  well  it  might  shake,  for  it  is  these 
two  concepts  that  are  the  bricks  and  mortar  of  the 
church. 

The  structure  of  the  church  (God  over  man,  man  over  wo- 
man, father  over  family,  clergy  over  laity,  power  over 
powerlessness)  is  vertical,  hierarchical.  The  church's 
very  identity  depends  on  that  hierarchy.  This  identity 
is  dependent  upon  standards  of  success  and  failure,  on 
authority,  on  competition.   It  is  dependent  upon  who 
has  power  over  whom.  The  idea  is  that  Hod  is  at  the 
top  with  power  over  all,  and  I  as  women  am  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  heap.  Together  with  children  my  passivity 
is  sanctified. 

It  will  do  no  good  to  "renew"  this  church.   If  the  gos- 
pel is  to  live,  then  the  vertical  structure  will  have 
to  be  laid  on  its  side  —  horizontalized  --  and  that, 
to  ne,  means  the  death  of  the  institutional  church. 

Women  who  are  being  reborn  these  days  do  not  want  a 
man  to  step  down  from  the  pulpit  so  that  a  woman  can 
step  into  it.  They  would  do  away  with  the  pulpit  alto- 
gether —  do  away  with  the  physical  setting  apart  of 
any  person  for  purpos         ich  achin  " 

■  .1  jni  55  do  not  want  an  equa  Li  ation 
. 
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was  christ 
o  cocksucker? 


Think  of  the  depressing  contrast  between  the  radiant  in- 
telligence of  a  healthy  child  and  the  feeble  intellec- 
tual powers  of  the  average  adult.  Can  we  be  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  is  not  precisely  religious  education  which 
bears  a  large  share  of  the  blame  for  this  relative  atro- 
phy? 

Freud  -  The  Future  of  an  Illusion 


It  is  my  intention  in  this  article  to  examine  the 
relationship  between  the  Christian  religion  and  sexuality 
as  it  finds  social  expression  in  contemporary  western 
cultures.   I  also  address  myself,  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  article,  to  those  gay  men  who  would  call  themselves 
Christian.   Perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  state  here  that 
this  can  hardly  pretend  to  be  an  exhaustive  analysis, 
and  that  the  frame  of  this  article  is  more  supported  by 
the  ardour  of  my  convictions  than  by  the  extensive  na- 
ture of  my  research.  However,  it  bears  the  virtue  of  a 
tentative  statement  in  that  it  will  no  doubt  provoke  the 
reader  to  a  considered  assessment  of  the  arguments  and 
facts  herein,  and  in  placing  before  the  general  reader- 
ship a  coherent,  if  not  conclusive,  analysis;  I  flatter 
myself  in  thinking  that  interest  may  be  reawakened  in 
an  aspect  of  our  oppression  up  to  now  generally  neglec- 
ted by  the  liberation  media. 

I  should  like  to  begin  with  a  consideration  of  the  Jesus 
people  as  the  most  vigorous  example  of  the  Christian  de- 
lusion. Certainly,  the  historically  anti-sexual  bias 
of  this  creed  is  sufficiently  well-known  to  obviate  the 
need  to  detail  it  here.  One  need  only  recall  the  ful- 
minations  of  Tertullian  or  Jerome,  the  "Concupiscence 
is  vice. . .human  flesh  born  through  it  is  a  sinful  flesh" 
of  Augustine,  the  insane  attempts  in  the  Middle  Ages  to 
restrict  sexual  expression  to  a  rainumum  number  of  days, 
to  feel  that  Christianity  has  never  been  given  to  Dion- 
ysian  excess. 

Today:  the  Jesus  people,  long-haired  enough  to  be  freaks 
but  squeaky-clean  and  relentlessly  saccharine,  are  one 
of  the  more  depressing  phenomena  on  the  contemporary 
scene.  On  one  level  though  they  are  somewhat  engaging 
-  quiet,  open  and  rather  generous;  a  little  boring  per- 
haps and  both  tireless  and  tiresome  in  their  proselyt- 
izing but  nonetheless  fired  by  convictions  which  might 
suggest  to  the  innocent  observer  a  fecund  mental  life. 
For  example,  they  are  known  to  advocate  communal  living, 
and  gay  liberationists  themselves  have  suggested  just 
such  a  radical  restructuring  of  the  familial  system. 
However,  here  the  similarity  ends,  as  anyone  who  has 
met  them  can  attest.  They  are  frequently  encountered 
in  pairs  -  a  man  and  a  woman  -  and  true  to  the  teachings 
of  Paul,  the  woman  remains  a  few  decorous  steps  behind 
the  more  aggressive,  articulate  male,  and  restricts  her 
ejaculations  to  an  occasional  'hosannah! ' .  A  short  con- 
versation will  reveal  that  sex  outside  marriage  is  for- 
nication and  sinful;  and  homosexuality  is  without  reser- 


vation an  abomination.  Of  course,  the  term  'conversa- 
tion' suggests  rational  discourse,  and  it  is  charitable 
of  me  to  describe  our  confrontations  thus.  Very  little 
is  said  by  a  Jesus  person  that  cannot  be  substantiated 
by  recourse  to  the  New  Testament,  and  one  discovers  one 
is  not  talking  to  a  person  so  much  as  to  a  product. 
They  are  indeed  the  word  made  flesh  --  and  little  else. 

An  interesting  article  in  Psychology  Today  (December, 
1972)  entitled  "Jesus  People:  Sexism  Revived"  verifies 
through  careful  study  the  impressions  gleaned  by  the 
more  casual  observer.   In  Christ  Commune,  one  frequently 
hears  the  'sisters'  exchange  comments  such  as  "Isn't  it 
a  blessing  to  know  your  place!",  and  as  the  authors  con- 
tinue: 

"...no  woman  at  Christ  Commune  in  1972  is  includ- 
ed in  the  farm's  decision-making  process. . .Women  bow  to 
the  authority  of  all  men  in  the  group,  especially  their 
fiances  or  husbands. . .Women's  conversations  seem  to  fo- 
cus on  knowing  that  'place',  instead  of  on  such  topics 
as  men,  dating  and  dress.   It  is  assumed  that  sisters 
who  were  'new'  in  the  Lord  would  experience  many  trials 
in  their  relationships  with  men.  The  group  encourages 
these  sisters  to  share  their  trials  with  'older'  sis- 
ters, or  with  pastors  Call  males)." 

It  is  also  significant  that  if  a  man  is  sexually  arous- 
ed by  a  woman  he  is  not  contracted  to,,  he  is  considered 
to  have  'stumbled'  --  or  rather  to  have  been  stumbled 
by  the  woman  in  question,  for  the  females  are  put  in 
the  position  of  having  to  accept  that  their  bodies 
cause  sin.  The  male's  response  is  always  'natural'  -- 
it  is  the  woman's  responsibility  to  see  that  a  sexual- 
ly charged  situation  does  not  occur.  The  groups' 
oppressive  attitues  towards  sexuality  are  also  illus- 
trated in  their  opinions  of  premarital  sex:  8b%   fav- 
oured it  before  joining  Christ  Commune;  only  5%  approv- 
ed after  their  conversion,  and  though  their  attitudes 
to  homosexuality  have  not  been  recorded,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  what  they  are.  One  recalls  the  in- 
cident reported  in  the  Advocate  last  year  when  a  gay 
person  was  stabbed  by  a  Jesus  freak  who  also  splattered 
the  walls  with  human  excrement  --  a  rather  graphic 
illustration  of  the  connection  made  between  filth  and 
sexuality  in  Christian  theory.  We  must  remember  here 
that  we  are  dealing  with  a  group  that  has  generally 
been  hailed  as  truly  Christian,  as  a  return  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospels;  and  yet  these  people  regard  sex- 
uality, outside  the  bonds  of  sanctified  marriage,  as 
"in  itself  a  trap,  fraught  with  ritual  and  personal 
danger." 

The  effect  of  religious  conviction  of  a  more  tradi- 
tional sort  on  the  sexual  life  of  the  human  male  has 
been  studied  by  Kinsey  and  his  associates.  He  con- 
cludes: 

"...devout  acceptance  of  the  Church's  teach- 
ings is  correlated  with  sexual  frequencies  which  are 
two  thirds  or  less  than  two  thirds  of  the  frequencies 


which  are  found  among  males  of  corresponding  age  and 
educational  levels  who  are  not  actively  connected 
with  the  church. " 

Even  after  accepting  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  (the 
only  possible  way  to  sanction  sexual  expression  from 
the  Christian  point  of  view),  it  seems  that  most  men 
do  not  approach  their  marital  duties  with  any  ardour: 

"In  practically  every  instance  the  religious- 
ly active  groups  engage  in  marital  intercourse  less 
frequently  than  the  religiously  inactive  groups. 
There  are  frequencies  in  the  inactive  groups  which  are 
between  20  and  30  per  cent  higher  than  the  frequencies 
m  the  religiously  active  groups  of  the  same  age  and 
educational  level." 

In  this  regard,  Kinsey  notes  that  the  average  frequen- 
cies of  sexual  outlet  for  the  human  male  are  distinct- 
ly below  those  which  are  normal  among  some  other  anth- 
ropoids, and  which  would  probably  be  normal  in  the  hu- 
man animal  if  there  were  no  restrictions  upon  his  sex- 
ual activity.  These  restrictions  —  i.e.  social  pres- 
sures, specific  laws,  attitudes,  ideals  and  other  re- 
straints --  are  primarily  religious  in  their  origin; 
or  so  he  concludes  from  the  data  outlined  above.  Fur- 
thermore, 

"The  Church. ..exerts  a  wider  influence  on 
even  non-devout  individuals,  by  way  of  the  influence 
it  has  had  throughout  the  centuries  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  the  sexual  mores  of  our  Western  European-Amer- 
ican culture.  The  religious  codes  have  always  and  everywhere 
been  the  prime  source  of  those  social  attitudes  which,  in  their 
aggregate,  represent  the  sexual  mores  of  all  groups,  devout  or 
non-devout,  church  going  or  non-church-going,  rational,  faith- 
ful to  a  creed,  or  merely  following  the  custom  of  the  land  " 
(my  emphasis) . 

"The  fact  of  having  made  sex  into  a  problem  is  the  major  nega- 
tive effect  of  Christianity"  -  if  this  is  true,  and  I  believe 
the  evidence  above  suggests  it  is,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
speculate  why.   I  hasten  to  add,  lest  I  disappoint  my  more  san- 
guine readers,  that  what  follows  will  not  be  a  theological  dis- 
cussion, an  exercise  for  which  I  am  prepared  neither  by  inclin- 
ation nor  by  training.   In  any  case,  theology  is  to  the  study 
of  religion  what  the  principals  of  ethical  business  practice 
are  to  the  dealings  of  our  more  rapacious  capitalists  —  both 
the  former  are  purely  academic  exercises,  best  indulged  in  by 
those  for  whom  any  other  sort  of  exercise  might  prove  fatal 
I  suspect  some  will  counter  that  the  system  of  belief  which! 
attack  no  longer  represents  the  teaching  of  intelligent  Chris- 
tians, and  that  Christian  history  contains  many  protests  against 
it.  This  is  unimportant.  The  older,  more  deeply  rooted  atti- 
tudes persist,  and  "it  is  with  the  consequences  on  the  public 
attitude  toward  sexual  conduct,  rather  than  on  the  intention 
of  the  teachers,  that  our  estimate  of  Christianity  as  a  socio- 
sexual  influence  must  rest." 

What  have  we  so  far?  We  know  that  historically  the  Christian 
religion  has  placed  the  regulation  of  sexual  conduct  in  the 
forefront  of  its  ethical  system,  we  discover  that  those  people 
who  are  considered  today  to  be  most  truly  Christian  also  con- 
sider most  sexual  expression  to  be  sinful,  we  note  that  even 
within  the  bonds  of  marriage,  those  most  committed  to  one  of 
the  Judeo-Chnstian  religions  are  those  least  likely  to  have 
sex,  even  with  their  spouses.   In  effect,  sex  is  a  'problem' 
—  not  only  for  the  devotees  of  these  particular  superstitions 
but  for  everyone  raised  in  a  Christian  environment  and  blessed 

ith  a  Christian  education,  and  that  inmost  everyone  in  Europe 
and  the  Americas  today.  Once  again,  why? 

It  is  a  complex,  perplexing  area.  However,  I  shall  offer  the 
reader  certain  suggestions,  more  in  the  hope  of  inciting  her/ 
him  to  independent  study  and/or  concern  with  the  topic  than  of 
providing  solutions.  One  such  suggestion  [Sex  Energy,  Robert 

de  Ropp]  posits  that  the  Freudian  Thanatos  (death  wish) 
finds  a  variety  of  expressions  at  a  cultural  level,  and  in  our 
particular  culture  it  finds  expression  in  the  suppression  of 
sexuality  —  the  instrument  of  suppression  being  the  Christian 
religion.  The  author  notes  that  other  cultures  have  been  com- 
pletely free  of  the  attitudes  of  guilt  which  circumscribe  free 
sexual  expression  for  us,  but  that  these  groups  have  exempli- 
fied the  'death  wish'  through  particularly  vicious  inter-tribal 
wars,  collections  of  absurd  and  inhibiting  taboos,  or  sacrifices 
of  a  peculiarly  excessive  sort.   It  is  tempting  to  place  the 
i  on  a  superego  operating  on  a  cross  national  scale,  and 
there  is  material  here  for  further  speculation,  but  one  can  al- 
ready anticipate  certain  objections  --  for  example,  our  western 
culture,  if  it  is  the  victim  of  a  collective  Death  Wish,  cer- 
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tainly  finds  the  suppression  of  sexualitv   insuffic 
to  express  it       We  need  only  think  of  our  own  sene^t 
insane  wars  and  our  mindless  destruction  of   the  environ- 
ment to  realize  that   if  Thanatos  has  a  collective  , 
sion,    it   is  not   exhausted  in  one  area. 


■  e*prc 


Another  intriguing  suggestion  [The  Future  of  an  Illu- 
«£*,  Freud]  is  that  religion  iTlh^FWe^rob^. 
sional  neurosis  of  humanity,  and  one  that  arises  out 
of  the  Oedipus  complex.  Of  course,  an  obse 
neurosis  brings  with  it  obses: 


assumes  si 
religion,  while  othe 
have  scarcely  troubled  themsl. 


ional 
al  restrictions,  and 
n,  . n°r  «"T>rising  that  some  of  these  restrictions 
S  n  *       directed  towards  regulating  sexual  activity 
The  Oedipus  complex,  after  all,  is  generated  from  a 
state  of  sexual  anxiety,  so  it  does  not  seem  too  out- 
landish to  suppose  that  religion,  as  obsessional, 
should  pay  particular  attention  to  the  sex  lives  of 
its  adherents.   In  this  respect.  Christianity  seems  a 
particularly  model  neurosis;  one  deserving  a  promin- 
ent place  in  any  text  book  of  psychopathology.   But 
the  theory  leaves  unanswered  the  question  of  why  the 
regulation  of  sexual  conduct   - 

place  in  the  Christian  religion,  while  other  creeds 
'ith  the  topic. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  elaborate  beyond  this  point 
and  am  content  to  leave  the  reader  with  the  seeds  of 
speculation  rather  than  the  heavy  harvest  of  dogma. 

One  question  remains. 

Was  Christ  a  cocksucker?  Why  this  particular  question? 
is  this  merely  an  experiment  in  yellow  journalism  by 
a  writer  from  whose  pen  one  has  come  to  expect  a  more 
restrained  prose? 

No. 

It  is  an  illustration  of  what  I  have  been  contending 
in  this  article  --  that  Christian  conviction  is  incom- 
patible with  healthy  sexual  attitudes  and  experiences 
Most  of  the  people  who  have  been  faced  with  this  ques- 
tion have  been  either  openly  a  little  shocked,  or  have 
transformed  their  shock  into  disdain  for  a  question 
passed  off  as  rather  childishly  blasphemous.  As  well 
these  are  people  who  are  among  the  more  enlightened  of 
their  generation,  and  by  most  objective  standards  well 
free  of  the  coils  of  Christianity.   If,  then,  as  we  so 
vigorously  maintain,  cocksucking  as  an  act  of  love  be- 
tween two  men  is  a  completely  beautiful,  healthful  and 
vital  experience,  it  seems  rather  peculiar  that  the 
suggestion  of  Christ's  participation  in  this  act 
should  provoke  an  almost  instinctual  response  of  shock 
and  disgust.  This  reaction  might  serve  to  remind  us 
what  arrivistes   most  of  us  are  on  the  liberated  scene, 
and  in  what  areas  we  might  concentrate  future  specu- 
lation --  I  suspect,  for  example,  that  the  question 
"Did  Christ  fuck  Mary  Magdalen?"  would  shock  even  a 
homosexual  mind  far  less  than  the  question  I  have 
posed,  and  if  this  is  indeed  true,  it  illustrates  that 
at  a  very  basic  level,  a  level  permeated  still  by  the 
values  of  a  Christian  upbringing,  we  are  uncertain  as 
to  whether  gay  is  just  as  good  as  straight. 

continued  next  page 
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If  you  happen  to  be  a  Christian  and  a  male  homosexual, 
then  for  you  this  is  the  pertinent  question  about 
Christ's  sexuality  --  and  if  you  accept  Christ  as  man 
then  this  question  is  as  relevant  as  any  pertaining  to 
his  eating  habits,  mode  of  dress,  or  theological  views. 
Again  for  the  Christian  male  homosexual  that  question 
must  be  answered  unreservedly  and  instinctively  in  the 
affirmative  --  else  you  have  compromised  yourself  in 
areas  most  crucial  to  your  personality,  inevitably  a 
source  of  some  disquiet.  Until  you  can  say,  the  Lord 
is  my  Shepherd  and  1^  know  He's  Gay,  your  position  as 
both  a  homosexual  and  a  Christian  is  merely  a  statement 
of  compromise  and  an  admission  of  defeat.   It  is  not 
enough  to  say  that  one's  sexuality  is  irrelevant  to 
one's  religious  life,  that  Christ  is  all-accepting, 
that  he  was  likely  pan-sexual  and  must  be  all  things 
to  all  people.  Gays  must  begin  the  aggressive  mani- 
pulation of  the  symbols  which  have  variously  ignored 
them  or  been  used  to  oppress  them.   For  the  male  ho- 
mosexual who  must  be  Christian  this  vigorous  re-order- 
ing of  the  symbolic  structure  must  be  more  than  the 
lukewarm  assertion  that  Christ  will  accept  me  as  I  am. 
It  must  be  that  Christ  is  as  I  am;  this  arid,  lifeless 
symbol  is  revivified  by  my  vital  and  living  sexuality 
til  Christ  is  as  much  cocksucker  as  kind,  as  much  gay 
as  good,  as  much  into  rimming  as  righteousness. 

If  you  are  a  woman,  then  very  little  of  this  concerns 
you  —  in  fact,  I  fail  to  see  how  you  could  find  much 
solace  in  a  religion  whose  most  illustrious  female  is 
revered  as  much  for  her  virginity  as  her  famous  prayer 
of  complete  submission  before  the  sexual  overtures  of 
the  Divine.  True,  she  is  now  Queen  of  Heaven,  but  I 
suspect  that  she  is  rarely  consulted  before  decisions 
of  any  moment  are  taken.   It  is  a  position  of  regal 
vapidity  --  too  obviously  reminiscent  of  what  is  avail- 
able in  this  world  for  any  woman  to  consider  preparing 
herself  for  it  in  the  next. 

I  think  that  at  the  very  basic  level  I  proposed  to  ex- 
plore, the  relationship  between  Christianity  and  sex- 
uality is  fairly  clear  --  it  is  a  relationship  in  which 


sexuality  is  considered  to  be  intrinsically  dangerous 
and  for  this  reason  it  needs  to  be  surrounded  by  a 
fence  of  ritualistic  prohibitions  which  make  its  exer- 
cise both  infrequent  and  unfulfilling-  Since  no  nor- 
mal human  being  can  easily  respect  these  prohibitions, 
most  sexual  expression  in  the  Christian  west  occurs  in 
an  atmosphere  of  guilt;  indeed,  like  homosexuals. 
Christians  of  all  persuasions  can  be  said  to  have  one 
thing  in  common:  a  sense  of  guilt  refined  to  an  un- 
usually nice  degree. 

Given  this  it  is  with  some  dismay  that  we  regard  such 
current  phenomena  as  the  Jesus  people,  and  the  resur- 
gence of  interest  in  astrology,  spiritualism  and  witch- 
craft —  though  the  emptying  churches  give  cause  for 
hope.   If,  with  Freud,  we  regard  religion  as  the  univ- 
ersal obsessional  neurosis  of  humanity,  then  we  might 
flatter  ourselves  that  our  present  age  is  witnessing 
the  resolution  of  that  neurosis,  and  phenomena  of  the 
sort  I  have  noted  are  merely  the  embers  of  a  blaze  al- 
ready half  reduced  to  ashes.  However,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  be  particularly  hopeful  in  this  regard,  and  I 
am  certain  we  shall  have  to  contend  with  the  Christian 
in  ourselves  and  the  Christian  presence  without  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  ensuing  strain  might  be  allev- 
iated somewhat,  however,  if  men  who  also  profess  to  be 
Christian  would  assimilate  the  salient  points  of  this 
article.   I  cannot  but  believe  that  Christianity  would, 
in  the  years  remaining  to  it,  be  a  finer  presence  if 
to  the  epithets  already  ascribed  to  the  god  of  love 
were  added  that  of  "Jesus  Christ,  Cocksucker."  mj 


(Quotations  obviously  not  from  either  Sexua 1  Behaviour 
in  the  Human  Hale  or  Psychology  Today  are  from  Sex  in 
Society  by  Alex  Comfort,  Penguin,  1963.  The  reader 
might  also  be  interested  in  referring  to  Sex  Energy  by 
Robert  S.  de  Ropp,  Delta,  1969). 
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It's  over  ten  years  since  I  left  the  seminary,  and  most 
of  the  memories  of  that  time  have  gone  into  that  limbo 
where  old  memories  bide  their  time.  Since  The  Body  Po- 
litic asked  me  to  write  this  article,  those  memories 
have  been  seeping  back  and  I've  been  trying  to  analyse 
my  feelings  about  them.  On  a  personal  level,  I  find  it 
hard  to  believe  that  I  ever  was  a  Christian,  that  I  ever 
agonized  over  my  gayness  wondering  if  Jesus  could  love 
a  queer. 

If  my  moral  conditioning  led  me  to  such  self-questioning, 
some  survival  instinct  led  me  not  to  disguise  my  gayness 
and  even,  at  times,  to  flaunt  it.   But  the  main  thing  was 
that  the  church  and  I  could  never  come  to  grips  with  my 
being  gay.  Everyone  knew  about  it,  and  everyone  tried 
pretend  it  wasn't  there.   In  effect,  it  was  a  denial 
of  my  existence.  This  ostrich-like  attitude  is  still 
prevalent  in  the  church  today,  despite  the  large  numbers 
of  gay  people  actively  involved  in  it.   For  this  more 
than  any  other  reason,  I  feel  the  church  is  destructive 
and  harmful  to  gay  people. 


I  have  decided  to  remain  anonymous  because  some  of  the 
tales  I  wish  to  tell  could  identify  others,  and  I  have 
no  wish  to  blow  the  whistle  on  them  (although  I  have 
blown  other  things  on  them).   It  is  relevant,  however, 
to  tell  you  that  I  was  an  Anglican  of  a  high-church  back- 
ground. This  is  important  because,  of  all  the  major 
churches,  the  Anglican  is  probably  the  most  tolerant  of 
homosexuality.  As  well,  the  ritual  and  liturgy  of  the 
Anglican  service  can  be  most  attractive  to  imaginative 
adolescents  struggling  with  their  identity  and  sexual- 
ity—  which  at  that  time  may  be  the  same  thing.  The 
heady  smell  of  incense,  the  flickering  of  wax  candles, 
the  ringing  of  bells,  the  sweet  and  majestic  singing  of 
the  choir,  the  mystical  romantic  figure  of  the  priest, 
androgynous  in  lace  and  silken  vestments,  empowered  by 
god  himself--  all  these  things  attracted  me.  And  with 
this,  went  the  pretty,  lascivious  altar-boys  and  choir- 
boys on  the  one  hand;  and  on  the  other,  the  supreme  sub- 
limation-- the  lovely,  limp  figure  of  Christ  on  the  cru- 
cifix.  But  no  matter  how  often  I  sought  Christ  in  the 
confessional  after  bouts  of  joyous  sexual  abandon  with 
the  other  altar-boys,  I  could  never  convince  myself  that 
I  was  destined  for  that  state  of  celibacy  the  church 
taught  me  was  my  fate.  So,  I  decided  to  test  ray  voca- 
tion to  the  priesthood  and   celibacy,  and  off  I  went  to 
seminary. 

Within  a  week,  I  discovered  that  I  was  not  the  only  fag 
in  college.  I  think  there  were  about  five  of  us  in  my 
first  year,  and  the  numbers  changed  and  grew  during  sub- 


sequent years.  TheTe  were  the  closet  queens  I  learned 
about  after  I  left.   We,  too,  were  in  the  closet,  but 
it  was  a  group  closet.  We  had  the  bond  of  a  shared  se- 
cret. We  scoured  the  library  for  theological  essays  on 
homosexuality —  very  few  and  all  negative.  We  made  eyes 
at  each  other  in  chapel  and  discussed  the  physical  charms 
of  the  jock  seminarians  over  tea  and  biscuits  in  our 
rooms.  Sometimes  late  at  night,  we  stole  into  each  oth- 
ers' rooms,  exchanging  caresses,  kisses,  blow-jobs,  and 
sweet  surrenders.   But  still  it  was  a  closeted  approach 
to  ourselves,  and  everyone  tried  to  disguise  the  fact  of 
being  gay.  Except,  I  am  proud  or  ashamed  or  indifferent 
to  admit,  me.   I  made  a  career  of  being  outrageous,  and 
like  many  outrageous  persons  before  me,  learned  the  sad 
lesson  that  most  people  simply  will  not  believe  that  de- 
spite all  the  theatricality,  you  are  telling  the  truth. 
Some  of  the  evangelicals  wondered  why  god  did  not  strike 
me  with  his  wrath.   I  suspect  they  sometimes  petitioned 
awful  Jehovah  for  this,  but  I  warded  them  off  with  rosa- 
ries and  a  smart  little  candle-lit  shrine  to  the  virgin, 
a  lady  whom  I  was  sure  understood  my  frustrations. 

Reaction  to  me  among  the  professors  and  other  priests 
was  mixed.   I  amused  the  top  powers;  the  socialist 
priests  approved  my  leftist  activities.   But  the  major- 
ity in  their  breezy  informality  of  shirt  and  tie  (in- 
stead of  cassock  and  collar)  muttered  darkly.   I  think 
they  felt  I  should  do  penance  and  seek  counsel  rather 
than  seek  recognition  and  cause  embarrassment.  And  so 
life  went  on  as  described  with  the  occasional  sortie  to 
a  gay  club  or  a  giddy  week-end  in  New  York  staying  at 
the  Sloane  House  YHCA  and  visiting  bars  in  the  Village 
conveniently  marked  by  police  signs:  "This  is  a  Raided 
Premises".  Then  one  day  came  the  moment  of  truth  and, 
in  that  moment,  I  failed  myself. 

(continued  on  page  2$) 
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Montreal   Main 

"Frank  is  28.  Johnny  is  12.   ft  love  story  you  won't 
daytime  TV."  says  the  flyer  advertising  the  Mon- 
icreening  of  the  new  Canadian  film  "Montreal 
r   unflattering  comparison,  for  "Montreal  Main"  Ls 
much  more  than  a  soap  opera  with  a  gay  theme,  and  is  nut 
nearlv  so  shocking  as  its  distributors  would  have  its 
audience  believe. 

An  appealing  film  which  sometimes  elates  by  its 
sensitive  character  portrayals  and'striking  photography, 
sometimes  despairs  by  its  repressed  homosexuality, 
"Montreal  Main"  is  a  real  cocktease. 

The  film  might  be  characterised  as  a  'homosexual' 
rather  than  'gay'  film,  since  it  never  carries  its  theme 
to  its  logical  conclusion.  At  the  outset  of  the  film, 
the  main  protagonist,  Frank,  a  photographer  and  practi- 
sing heterosexual  (portrayed  hy  Frank  Vitale,  also  di- 
rector/writer of  the  film)  is  fascinated  by  the  homi 
.  of  his  en  artsy  friends  [played  by  real  gay 
artsy  Hontrealers).  This  motivates  him  to  push  his  good 
buddy  of  six  years  standing,  Bozo  (clown  par  excellence) 
into  an  abortive  attempt  at  experimentation,  insisting, 
of  course,  that  this  will  not  mean  they  are  "queers". 
Bozo's  homosexuality  seems  much  more  repressed  than  that 
of  Frank,  whom  one  keeps  wishing  would  finally  come  out. 
The  scene  remains  the  only  overtly  sexual  scene  in  the 
Film,  and  at  that,  it  is  presented  in  a  comic  light. 
However,  latent  homosexuality  is  rampant,  particularly 
in  the  highly  erotic  relationship  between  Frank  and  John- 
ny, which  the  characters  themselves  would  not  perceive- 
as  homosexual  in  nature.  However,  one  tends  to  forgive 
this  lack  of  gay  identity  because  of  the  obvious  naivete 
of  the  two,  the  older  perhaps  being  the  more  naive.   \t 
least  Johnny  seems  to  know  what  he  wants. 

In  fact,  the  overwhelming  message  of  the  denial  of 
the  rights  of  children  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  as- 
pects of  the  film.  Johnny  is  continually  oppressed  hy 
the  adult  world;  by  his  pseudo-hip  parents,  obviously 
paranoid  about  their  son's  'friendship',  and  eventually 
by  Frank,  who  easily  cedes  to  conventional  morality 
through  fear.  Johnny  is  trapped  in  an  ageist,  homopho- 
bic world  where  freedom  is  impossible. 

The  actors  of  "Montreal  Main"  are  real,  part  of 
this  being  attributable  to  the  fact  that  several  of  the 
characters  played  themselves.  The  androgynous  beauty 
of  Johnnv  (played  by  John  Sutherland)  and  the  baggy  pants 
boyishness  of  Frank  make  them  particularly  excellent  for 
the  two  major  roles. 

The  only  openly  homosexual  characters  are  Peter, 
hip  and  bearded,  who  at  one  point  (while  applying  his 
make-up)  states  that  he's  obviously  the  only  queen  ar- 
ound, and  Steve,  who  engages  in  a  fast-moving  neurotic 


monologue.  They  are  not  traditional  stereotypes  b)  W] 
means,  hut  their  gav  identity  is  rather  superficial 1) 
sketched.  Quick  campy  scenes  pass  without  development 
and  though  the  two  continually  pass  judgements  on  the 
meat  in  the  street,  no  gay   relationships  .ire  seen. 
These  portraits,  and  the  scenes  of  'dirty  old  men'  crui- 
sing boys  in  the  hot  dog  joints  on  Montreal  Main  (St. 
Laurent  Blvd)  do  little  to  counterbalance  the  Latent 
homosexuality  of  the  primary  plot. 

Unfortunately,  the  film  is  hindered  by  several 
technical  flaws:   the  sound  track  is  muddled,  scenes 
lump  from  one  to  another  in  an  uneven  and  too  rapi  , 
cession,  and  there  are  occasional  heavy-handed  attempts 
at  being  arty.   However,  the  photography  Ls  excellent. 
The  scenes  of  Johnny  through  Frank's  eyes  are  particu- 
larly brilliant;  the  sensual  though  latent  character 
of  their  relationship  comes  across  beautifully'.  The 
shots  of  Montreal  are  also  W 
'  ing  to  see  a  t"  Ln  an  obviously  Canadian  and 

familiar  setting. 

Unfortunately,  distribution  in  Canada  has  been  lim- 
ited, even  though  the  film  was  partially  financed  by  the 
Canada  Council  and  the  Canadian  Film  Development  : 
ation.  As  is  too  often  the  case,  the  fijm  was  first 
successful  in  the  New  YorJi  'underground'  circuit.  How- 
ever, as  both  a  very  beautiful  film  and  One  of  English 
Canada's  first  'homosexual'  films,  it  is  Dm  which  every 
Canadian  gay  filmgoer  should  see. 


Ron  Dayman 


Such  is  Life 


Animal  Liberation  ie  here!     (Seen  in  a  Toronto  pet  ehop) 


It  was  a  little  hard  to  believe,  but  nonetheless, 
there  it  was:   a  drag  show  complete  with  wigs,  gowns, 
and  sequins,  televised  nationally  on  the  CBC.  The  pro- 
gramme, one  segment  in  a  series  entitled  "Such  is  Life", 
was  an  examination  of  'female  impersonators'. 

The  programme  was  neatly  divided  into  three  parts. 
The  first  segment  featured  a  glittering  fashion  show  in 
Toronto's  Quazimoto  Club.  The  commentators  enthusias- 
tically pointed  out  that  each  contestant  had  made  his/ 
her  own  gown  and  accessories.  There  were  even  one  or 
two  rather  gushy  asides  about  how  wonderful  it  was  that 
people  could  "do  their  own  thing". 

Here  followed  an  interview  with  three  of  the  contes- 
tants. The  male  interviewer,  noticeably  nervous,  was 
nonetheless  able  to  come  up  with  various  penetrating 
questions  relating  to  the  undergarments  of  the  inter- 
viewees. Those  being  interviewed,  however,  must  be  gi- 
ven credit  for  their  intelligent  and  straightforward 
responses  to  what  were  sometimes  rather  nosy  questions. 
One  transvestite'in  particular  was  outstanding  in  his/ 
her  defense  of  the  right  to  cross-dress  in  public,  in 
face  of  claims  by  both  the  interviewer  and  the  other 
l'  contestants  that  it  was  acceptable  to  appear  as  a  woman 
""  for  "professional"  reasons,  but  should  not  be  done  in 
the  streets. 

The  final  part  of  the  programme  involved  an  inter- 
view with  a  (formerly)  male  transexual  who  had  undergone 
a  sex  change  operation.  The  basic  thrust  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  programme  was  to  point  out  the  distinctions 
between  homosexuals,  transvestites,  and  transexuals. 
On  the  whole,  the  programme  was  positive  in  its 
presentation.  There  was  no  suggestion  of  anti-gay  or 
anti-transvestite  attitudes  on  the  part  of  the  producers, 
who  valiantly  strove  to  create  for  the  CBC  an  aura  of  li- 
beration and  tolerance.   In  fact,  one  might  well  have 
concluded  from  the  programme  that  liberation  had  finally 
arrived.  After  all,  it's  not  every  day  one  can  see  a 
man  impersonating  Liza  Minelli  on  TV.  And,  in  a  very 
limited  way,  the  programme  probably  was   a  kind  of  media 
breakthrough.  However,  the  CBC's  view  of  the  world  of 
the  female  impersonator  was  far  from  complete.  The  pro- 
gramme made  no  attempt  whatever  to  point  out  that  trans- 
vestites and  transexuals  are  often  the  victims  of  the 
crudest  and  crudest  forms  of  discrimination.  Such, 
too,  is  life. 

Tom  Warner 
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photo  by  Gerald  Hamion 

The  Unfinished  Darryl  Tonkin 

Image.  How  does  an  artistperson  (Darryl  Tonkin  is 
an  artistperson)  deal  with  image?  The  image  I  speak  of 
is  the  returned  image.   How  does  an  artist  deal  with 
the  thing  he  has  created?  He  sees  Thing  again,  and 
Thing  is  Real.  An  abyss  (classical)  being  made  larger. 
The  world  becomes  weary.  The  artistperson  is  destroyed. 

Yes,  I  have  criticised  art.   It  is  not  enough. 
What  else  I  don't  know.  My  credentials:   a  sex-pained 
to  sex-witty  mind,  such  a  history,  a  few  poems  and  a 
will  to  something  else. 

KM  Gallery.  Nov.  11-29.   The  opening  comes  before 
the  show. 

The  Monstre  (self-defined)  has  become  human.   Last 
time  (spring)  he  showed  us  in  some  very  important  pain- 
tings an  entire  world  sex  male  universe.  That  rather 
depressed  certain  members  of  this  benign  little  group. 
Now  he  shows  us  his  life.  The  Unfinished  Darryl  Tonkin? 

A  series  of  things.  Glimpses.  Pieces  of  light  and 
dark  from  the  cinema  (film's  movement  is  often  called 
life).  Autobody.  Autoarrest.  Pictures  of  men  and  wo- 
men, his  loves.  Madonna  with  Cat.  Olivier.  Art  in  ar- 
rangement. Around  Thing  all  has  become  silent.  A  wish 
for  silence.  THERE  IS  NO  USE  FOR  ART.  A  LINE.  I  think 
I  understand.   Mostly  I  accept. 

Al  (hert/fred)  Benson  told  me  that  Andrew  Warhol 
started  out  as  an  illustrator  for  Amy  Vanderhilt's  Book 
of  Etiquette.     Cum  Rags,  Disposal  Of. 

B00800  once  said  to  me,  "Who  ever  shall  suck  my 
cock  shall  have  eternal  life."  I  am  oft  to  reply,  "If 
it  didn't  fit,  I  wouldn't  do  it  so  often". 

Style  by  Parker  and  Johnston.  A  little  here  a  lit- 
tle there.  Sigh. 

Ken  Elliott 


Outrage 


, 


On  October  6th,  the  taerican  tele 
ABC,  aired  what  is  perhaps  til 
on  homosexuality  to  date.  Entitled  "Outrage",  thi 

gramme  was  an  episode  in  the  "Marcus  Kelbv"  sen. 
was  .entered  around  the  rape  of  a  teenage  studem   ■ 
science  teacher. 

Opposed  strenuously  by  gay  activists  in  the  U.S 
the  network  agreed  to  delete  the  more  sensational 
of  the  episode,  but  refused  to  cancel  the  airing   I   , 
consequence,  a  number  of  advertisers  withdrew  their  com- 
mercials, and  two  local  affiliates  (Boston  and  Philadel- 
phia) refused  to  carry  the  show.  Nonetheless,  millions 
of  Americans  got  another  booster  shot  of  homophobia. 

Take  for  instance  the  father  of  the  boy  telling 
Welby  that  "all  those  people"  should  be  put  away  with- 
out the  slightest  clarification  from  the  good  doctor 
that  "those"  people  are  not  rapists.  Or  the  mild  dis- 
claimer from  the  investigating  officer  that  homos.,-.      - 
ity   was  not  the  crime  in  question,  a  revelation  so  neat- 
ly sandwiched  between  two  dramatic  episodes  that  its 
point  was  almost  entirely  lost.   Then  of  course  there 
was  the  predatory  chase  which  the  boy--  twitching  and 
sweating--  relives  in  nightmare,  while  recovering  from 
rectal  surgery. 

The  executives  at  ABC  know  the  subtlety  of  their 
media.  They  knew  What  they  were  doing  in  airing  this 
piece  of  hate  propaganda.  They  were  exploiting  a  con- 
troversial topic  for  ratings,  a  topic  which,  in  midcHe 
America-  Dr.  IVelby's  clientele-  is  little  understood 
and  much  feared.  ABC  was  simply  reinforcing  the  stereo- 
type of  gay  men  as  (or  potentially  as)   defilers  of 
youth  and  thus,  potentially  dangerous.   It  was  on  ABC's 
part  a  calculated  policy,  entirely  anti-gay  in  nature. 
There  can  be  no  other  interpretation,  and  U.S.  gays 
must  respond  accordingly. 

The  show  was  aired  in  Canada  over  cable  hook-ups 
with  the  U.S.  .Our  task  is  to  prevent  its  recurrence 
on  Canadian  networks  and  summer  re-run  schedules. 

Herb  Spiers 


Ex-Love  Poem 


Then 

Your  boy's  belly  that  of  "a  swan". 
Your  touch  inviting  /  \\  f^) 
Dawn  for  the  lover's  bed.  * 

That  time  is  lost 

Closed  and  fast  with  knots 

This  day 

I  utter 

Past  be  smashed. 

Love  be  cast  gone. 

Yet  in  truth 
Your  form, 
Half  gone. 
Still  claims  me. 

Peter  Pehrson 


6? 
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Religious  Roots  of  the  Taboo  on  Homosexuality;  a  Mater- 
ialist View,  John  Lauritsen,  pub.  privately,  1974,  75*. 


The  contemporary  upsurge  in  the  gay  liberation 
struggle  (from  1969  to  the  present)  has  generated  two 
rarely  elaborated  but  seemingly  contradictory  opinions 
on  the  origins  of  homophobia,  the  fear  of  homosexuality 
which  fuels  the  engines  of  gay  oppression. 

One  opinion,  the  universalist  position,  is  that  ho- 
mophobia occurs  in  all  known  societies  and  that  it  var- 
ies from  one  to  another  only  in  its  severity.   Like  the 
subjugation  of  women  (according  to  some),  the  oppression 
of  gay's  is  analysed  as  an  immediate  product  of  a  pattern 
of  social  and  economic  organisation,  the  patriarchal 
family.   Indeed,  the  two  oppressions  are  often  viewed  as 
variations  on  a  single  theme  and  are  traced  back  to  the 
prehistoric  species-wide  overthrow  of  an  earlier,  less 
oppressive  social  order.   Proponents  of  the  universa  ist 
position  support  the  idea  that  there  exists  a  special 
connection  between  the  feminist  and  gay  struggles. 

The  other  opinion,  the  particulanst  position,  re- 
gards homophobia  as  a  characteristic  of  some  societies, 
but  by  no  means  of  all  or  even  of  the  majority  of  them. 
Supporters  of  this  view  attempt  to  discredit  the  homopho- 
bia rampant  in  Western  society  by  contrasting  it  with 
the  healthy  sexual  attitudes  of  other  societies;  most 
often  classical  Greece  is  the  contrasting  example.  They 
contend  that  'antihomosexual  attitudes  and  practices  are 
limited  in  space  and  time,  and  derive  from  pariWjr-  mo- 
ral traditions'    (Lauritsen's  words,  my  "»!>«)•.  ™"s- 
homophobia  is  blamed  on  the  establishment  of  Christianity 
as  a  universal  religion.  . 

The  universalist  position  has  been  argued  in  print, 
to  my  knowledge,  only  in  The  Effeminist  Manifesto,  and 
not  at  all  persuasively.  The  particularist  position  h 
appeared  only  fragmentary  or  as  an  assumption  in  so. 
works  as  Churchill's  Homosexual  Behavior  Among  Males. 
John  Lauritsen's  pamphlet  is  the  first  published 
presentation  with  supporting  evidence  of  the  particular- 
ist position  on  the  genesis  of  homophobia;  it  marks  a 
significant  advance  in  the  intellectual  development  of 
the  gay  liberation  movement.  Thoughtfully  organised, 
lucid  in  expression,  and  appendixed  with  inviting  ancil- 
lary material,  the  writing  flows,  interrupted  only  by  in 
teresting  digression  or  engaging  aside  1  was  specially 
struck  by  Lauritsen's  speculation  that  Lot's  wife—  she 
is  not  accorded  the  dignity  of  a  name  in  the  biblical 
tale  —  in  looking  back  at  Sodom,  was  entertaining 
doubts  about  Vahweh's  moral  judgement,  and  for  that  was 
turned  to  salt) . 

But  in  presenting  an  extreme  version  of  the  parti- 
cularist position,  Lauritsem  reveals  its  inadequacy  as 
an  instrument  of  theory.  He  seems  to  say  that  homopho- 
bia is  the  unique  property  of  those  societies  informed 
bv  Judaism  and  Christianity: 

"The  Taboo,  as  we  shall  see,  is  a  theological  con- 
ception of  Judeo-Christianity." 
"The  antihomosexuality  taboo  was  born  among  the 

ancient  Hebrews." 
"   .Christianity  became  the  state  religion  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  From  this  point  begin  the  suffer- 
ings of  homosexuals  on  a  world  scale." 


has 
such 


If  Lauritsen  means  what  he  appears  to  mean,  he  is 
probably  wrong.   Even  the  weaker  claim,  characteristic 
of  the  particularise  position,  that  there  are  at  least 
some   societies  which  are  not  homophobic,  appears  to  be 
in  doubt.  The  cliches  about  classical  Greece  stand 
sorely  in  need  of  reexamination;   only  one  variety  of 
homosexuality,  pederasty,  seems  to  have  enjoyed  unquali- 
fied respectability  among  the  Greeks  and,  I  believe, 
some  city-states  punished  homosexual  acts  as  cruelly  as 
the  Hebrews.  We  must  remain  suspicious  of  any  claim 
that  a  particular  society  is  free  of  homophobia. 

Lauritsen's  thesis,  that  the  ubiquitous  homophobia 
of  Western  society  originated  with  the  Hebrews  seems 
not  to  be  sustained  by  the  evidence  offered.  True., 
wherever  Christianity  takes  hold,  homophobia  appears. 
But  it  is  not  evident  that  Christian  homophobia  has  its 
roots  in  the  Hebrew  element  of  Christian  tradition.   Is- 
lam and  Christianity  concur  in  their  reverence  for  the 
Old  Testament,  yet  Islamic  society  does  not  seem  to  be 
as  viciously  homophobic  as  our  own. 

But  even  granting  for  the  sake  of  argument  that 
Lauritsen  is  correct  in  stating  that  "the  christians 
carried  forward  the  Jewish  sexual  code",  it  is  still 
necessary  to  admit  that  the  evidence  for  Hebraic  homo- 
phobia is  somewhat  shakey.  Nowhere  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment is  homosexuality  singled  out  as  uniquely  detesta- 
ble. The  death  penalty  is  prescribed  for  homosexual 
acts,  but  this  provision  has  to  be  considered  in  the 
context  of  a  severe  legal  code  which,  as  Lauritsen  him- 
self admits,  inflicts  capital  punishment  for  some  three 
dozen  crimes. 

Perhaps  we  should  at  least  entertain  the  notion  that 
the  roots  of  Christian  homophobia  in  the  traditions  and 
conditions  of  the  classical  world,  to  which  Christianity 
so  readily  adapted.   Long  before  any  Greek  or  Roman  had 
heard  of  the  Hebrews  or  Christianity,  Plato  and  then  Ze- 
no  and  the  Stoics  had  begun  to  divert  attention  away 
from  the  material  world,  away  from  the  body,  away  from 
sexuality.   Although  these  were  men  of  a  privileged  class, 
the  deteriorating  political  and  economic  conditions  ot 
succeeding  centuries  and  the  dissolution  of  traditional 
beliefs  pushed  people  of  all  classes,  «P="»U1'  in  J™ 
cities  towards  rejection  of  the  body  and  belief  in  the 
spirit:  Christianity  simply  used  the  Old  Testament  as 
the  pretext  for  homophobic  tendencies  already  present 
among  its  adherents  and  their  leaders. 

Although  I  believe  that  Lauritsen  is  in  error  in 
taking  the  particularist  position  on  the  genesis  of  ho- 
mophobia and  in  tracing  its  Christian  manifestations 
back  to  the  Hebrews,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  detract 
from  his  work  in  any  way.  The  appearance  of  his  pam- 
to  be  welcomed  as  a  important  and  necessary 
ised  here  and  a 


phlet 


step  towards  clarifying  the  issues  raised  here  ana  . 
significant  contribution  to  our  evolving  understanding 
of  gay  oppression  and  liberation. 

Ken  Popert 


Loving  Women  Loving  Men  I  Gay  Liberation  and  the 
Church,  edited/authored  by  Sally  Gearhart  and  "i"'™ 
STJohnson,  Glide  Publications,  1974.  165  pages.  S6.95  . 

A  decade  of  attitude  change  by  homosexuals  towards 
the  church  is  documented  in  this  anthology.  The  first 
essay  is  an  account  of  consultation  which  took  place 
^rior  to  the  formation  of  the  Council  on  Religion  and 
the  Homosexual  in  1964.  The  council  resulted  from  pa- 
ternalis  ic  concern  of  church  men  in  San  Francisco  for 
the  "Problem"  of  homosexuality.  Although  homophile 
leaders  who  were  approached  responded  rather  more  cri- 
tically than  popular  mythology  about  homophile  leaders 
might  allow  us  to  expect,  the  format. on  of  the  counc.l 
served  only  to  defuse  potential  hosti  ity  into  gentle 
and  harmless  discussions  on  "how  we  vie.  each  other ^ 

Ten  years  later,  William  Johnson,  the  first  openly 
declared  Gay  in  the  christian  church,  represents  the 
new  initiative  being  taker,  I  w,  "„"'„" 

in  the  institution.  He  .nsists  that  the  church  con- 
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front  yet  another  of  its  failures  to  be  the  life-enhan- 
cing, love-giving  force  it  has  often  claimed  to  be. 
Although  Johnson  realizes  that  the  church  as  constitu- 
ted is  thoroughly  heterosexual,  grounded  securely  in  a 
belief  in  marriage  and  the  nuclear  family,  he  feels 
that  he  and  other  Cay  church  men  will  be  able  to  alter 
its  patriarchal  and  hierarchical  forms.   The  sheer  mag- 
nitude of  the  task  is  demonstrated  by  his  twenty-seven 
point  programme  for  change. 

But  he  stops  short  of  the  important  next  step  ta- 

:.n't,  who  is  armed  urith  an  even  stronger  fen- 
mist  perspective.  She  sees  feminism  as  the 

'  .n  Lesbians  and  heterosexual  women,  united  to  cre- 
ate totally  new  alternatives  to  male-dominated  society. 
Gearhart  believes  that  the  patriarchal,  masculist,  hier- 
archical, authoritarian  attitude  of  the  church  is  fun- 
damentally incompatible  with  feminism.   The  church  can- 
not change.   In  order  to  be  acceptable  to  feminism  and 
Gay  Liberation,  the  church  would  have  to  dismantle  it- 
self and  reconstruct  its  very  essence.   Inconceivable! 
Institutions  do  not  consciously  commit  suicide.  The 
"power-over"  mind-set  is  intrinsic  to  a  belief  in  god- 
the-father,  an  obedience  to  greater  authority,  and  it 
is  inimical  to  the  potentialities  of  same-sex  relation- 
ships, which  are  a  paradigm  for  the  future. 

Robert  Treese's  contemporary  biblical  perspective 
reprinted  here  is  useful  in  summarising  the  contents  of 
D.S,  Bailey's  Homosexuality  and  the  Western  Christian 
Tradition   (a  hook,  incidently,  whose  reprinting  is  long 
overdue).  Treese  deals  with  the  biblical  references  to 
homosexuality  and  argues  that  few  of  them  can  really  be 
used  to  justify  the  church's  anti-gay  stance.   But  his 
analysis  is  unquestioningly  christian,  infused  with  a 
we-can-clear-this-up-together-with-a-little-help-from 
-the-holy-spirit  attitude.  Okay,  so  the  Sodom  story 
was  based  on  mistranslations  of  the  verb  'to  know', 
and  the  references  to  temple  prostitutes  couldn't  have 
meant  homosexuals  because  that  would  be  a  contradiction 
in  function  in  a  fertility  cult,  and  Paul's  epistles, 
being  time-caught  and  culturally  limited,  must  be  in- 
terpreted on  this  topic  as  they  apparently  are  on  every 
other.  Are  we  therefore  to  believe  that  it  has  all  been 
a  gigantic  mistake?  Not  very  likely,  and  as  Gearhart 
says,  "no  amount  of  insistence  that  christian  love  has 
transcended  deuteronomic  law  can  outweigh  the  tangible 
evidence  of  the  world's  experience  of  Christianity" 
[and  over  a  rather  convincing  length  of  time  too!}. 

The  inevitability  of  this  conclusion  makes  the  gen- 
uine concern  and  effort  of  the  authors  more  poignant 
because  so  destined  for  failure.  The  chapter  on  the 
movement  in  the  church  records  the  growing  number  of  in- 
dividual Gays  who  are  doggedly  chipping  away  at  various 
parts  of  the  ecclesiastical  edifice.   It  is  a  chronicle 
of  tiny  victories,  frustrating  compromises,  "condemna- 
tion-first-justice-second" statements  wrung  from  reluc- 
tant denominational  bodies,  and  energy-sapping  defeats. 
The  chapter  is  useful  in  reminding  us  that  we  cannot 
facilely  attribute  monolithic  views  to  every  person  and 
every  group  lumped  under  one  umbrella  term  "the  church". 
But  it  reinforces  the  impression  that  there  are  inherent 
rigidities  in  all  the  institution's  forms  which  no  num- 
ber of  compassionate,  loving,  dedicated  individuals 
within  it  can  overcome. 

But  the  basic  assumption  of  the  authors  is  that  the 
law  and  its  discriminatory  enforcement  will  not  readily 
change  until  the  church  reconsiders  its  attitudes  to- 
wards Gayness  and  begins  to  exert  influence  to  change 
the  laws.  The  church  has  a  responsibility  to  bring 
about  this  change.  They  are  ri*ht,  of  course.  Gay  Li- 
beration cannot  yet  ignore  the  christian  churches.   For 
the  sake  of  those  still  growing  up  under  their  influ- 
ence, we  must  press  the  churches  to  the  very  limits  of 
their  "response-ability". 

It  is  clear  that  the  church  has  had  a  pervasive  in- 
fluence on  the  lives  of  Johnson  and  Gearhart.  The  very 
titles  of  their  respective  chapters  echo  this:   "The 
Good  News  of  Cay  Liberation,"  and  "The  Miracle  of  Les- 
bianism." Gearhart,  closer  to  final  abandonment, 
strikes  an  almost  elegaic  note  at  the  close.  But  the 
message  which  ends  the  book  is  unmistakable:   the 
church  must  go. 

Edward  Jackson 


Woman  PIUS  Woman;  Attitudes  Toward  Lesbianism. 
Dolores  Klaich,  New  York,  Simon  and  Shuster,  IP74 
2S7  pages,  $10.00 

As  far  as  it  goes,  Dolores  Klaich's  Woman  Plus 
Woman  is  an  intelligent  and  highly  readable  study  of 
historical  and  contemporary  attitudes  to  Lesbianism. 
Like  Bettie  Wysor  in  The  Lesbian  Myth,  Ms.  Klaich  com- 
bines research  and  personal  interviews  to  clear  up  popu- 
lar misconceptions  about  lesbians,  and  includes  a  brief 
and  fascinating  survey  of  famous  gay  women  in  history. 

Not  exactly  a  novel  approach—  and  one  with  several 
inherent  disadvantages.  To  begin  witji,  it  is  difficult 
to  discuss  the  basis  of  current  attitudes  to  lesbianism' 
outside  the  broader  context  of  a  consideration  of  homo- 
phobia in  general.  Thus,  the  book's  major  theoretical 
concerns  are  little  more  than  restatements  of  what  has 
been  written  many  times  before,  and  are  not  exclusively 
relevant  to  lesbianism. 

As  well,  the  examination  of  homophobia  (male  or  fe- 
male) is  a  topic  so  extensive  that  any  readable  attempt 
at  coverage  must  be  either  superficial  or  highly  selec- 
tive. Wisely,  I  think,  Ms.  Klaich  has  chosen  to  concen- 
trate on  psychology's  contribution  to  sexual  prejudice, 
sparing  us  a  tortuous  rehashing  of  biblical  injunctions 
and  biological  misconceptions  of  'nature1.  More  inter- 
esting than  instructive,  this  section  assesses  the  writ- 
ings of  Krafft-Ebing  and  Freud,  including  such  spicy  de- 
tails as  Freud's  frustrated  and  only  partly  requited 
love  for  Hilda  Doolittle,  his  famous  lesbian  patient/ 
protegee.  Ms.  Klaich's  stinging  critique  of  Frank  Cap- 
rio's  Female  Homosexuality  is  almost  reason  in  itself 
for  reading  this  book,  especially  the  revelation  that 
one  of  his  sources  was  "Life  Romances"  magazine! 

The  three  interviews  I  found  most  rewarding  and  in- 
sightful. Ms.  Klaich's  questions  are  direct  and  some- 
times fairly  penetrating;  though  she  might  have  inter- 
viewed at  least  one  woman  with  a  more  radical  conscious- 
ness. What  did  emerge  again  and  again  from  these  inter- 
views was  a  heartening  sense  of  self-confidence  at  co- 
ming out  and  finally  satisfying  that  need  to  relate  emo- 
tionally, which  so  many  straight  men  were  incapable  of 
filling. 

Ms.  Klaich's  position  on  sexual  politics  and  gay 
militancy  is  unclear,  and  on  the  whole,  rather  disap-  ' 
pointing.  Too  often  the  desire  "not  to  be  identified 
by  what  (one)  is  about  sexually"  is  expressed  with  no 
comment  on  the  author's  part.  And  one  wonders  exactly 
what  point  is  being  made  in  such  apologetic  assertions 
as  this:  "Sappho  was  a  poet  who  loved  women.  She  was 
not  a  lesbian  who  wrote  poetry" 

As  well,  I  would  have  been  interested  in  more  dis- 
cussion of  the  reaction  of  gay  women  to  the  feminist 
lent,  rather  than  their  mere  dislike  of  the  life- 
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style  of  the  'lesbian  ghetto1.  Despite  its  timidity 
in  certain  areas,  however.  Woman  Plus  Woman  remains  an 
informative  and  worth-while  study,  particularly  for 
those  who  haven't  yet  covered  the  basics. 


Robert  Trow 


Religion  &  Sexism;  Images  of  Women  in  the  Jewish 
and  Christian  Traditions,  Rosemary  Radford  Ruether  (ed), 
New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1974,  356  pages,  $4.50  pbk. 

In  the  history  of  twentieth  century  thought  so  far, 
perhaps  no  one  is  more  woman-negative  than  Freud.  Even 
most  women  psychoanalysts  have  adhered  to  his  theory 
that  the  psychosexual  development  of  women  is  determined 
by  her  anatomy.   Her  psychological  characteristics  and 
social  role  are  derived  from  this  fact.  Yet  Freud 
wasn't  all  that  cocksure  about  women,  or  so  we  must  as- 
sume from  his  musings  about  what,  afterall,  women  wanted. 

Although  skillfully  formulated,  this  theory  still 
boils  down  to  the  ancient  view  of  woman's  body  as  'la 
bete  noire',  I  say  'still'  because,  as  this  collection 
of  essays  details,  the  corpus  of  the  argument  against 
the  female  sex  originates  in  the  image  of  her  body  as 
defiled,  and  hence  defiling.  The  difference  then,  be- 
tween the  psychoanalytic  view  of  woman  and  that  of  the 
western  religious  tradition  is  the  difference  between, 
say,  brass  and  copper:  the  former  is  an  alloy  of  the 
latter,  supplemented  by  a  few  other  base  substances. 

For  a  dozen  years  I  had  the  benefit  of  a  catholic 
education,  three  quarters  of  which  was  spent  with  women 
of  the  cloth  and  the  remainder  with  priests.  The  men 
of  god  got  by  far  the  better  deal.  The  nuns  laboured 
religiously  at  their  teaching  assignments,  but  when  time 
came  for  our  reckoning  --  report  card  —  that  was  a 
man's  job,  the  pastor's  prerogative.  Oh  sure,  our  fran- 
ciscan  sisters  got  to  receive  communion  first  on  Sun- 
days and  got  to  sit  closest  to  the  holy  tabernacle,  but 
they  got  nothing  else.   In  high  school  [a  seminary) 
the  nuns  waited  on  the  priests.  That  constituted  part 
of  my  image  of  woman  --  the  roman  catholic  church's 
handmaidens. 

My  impression  of  women  then  was  partly  an  outgrowth 
of  a  religious  tradition  whose  misogynist  roots  are 
deep  and  far-reaching.   Even  to  the  well-adjusted  hea- 
then, the  significance  of  the  religious  image  of  women 
can  not  be  dismissed  because  its  roots  sprouted  into 
various  shoots  of  oppression.  To  the  degree  that  woman 
is  an  historical  idea,  the  history  of  her  oppression  is 
recorded  and  transmitted  through  the  images  by  which 
she  has  been  perceived.  History  passes  on,  but  it  is 
all  too  often  buried  in  the  present.  Thus  it  is  of 
some  consequence  to  understand  our  culture's  religious 
conception  of  women  if  we  are  to  understand  the  sources 
of  her  oppression. 

In  this  volume,  our  understanding  of  woman's  place 
in  religion  is  tutored  by  an  almost  all-female  faculty 
(and  their  one  male  colleague  is  more  than  'sympathe- 
tic'.).  The  research  is  fascinating  and  stimulating, 
thorough  and  honest;  it  is  good  working  material.  The 
quality  of  their  writing  is  equal  to  their  purpose  in 
exposing  religion's  crucifixion  of  woman,  a  sin  as  yet 
unredeemed. 

These  essays  range  over  the  image  of  women  from 
the  old  testament  to  the  contemporary  theology  of  Karl 
Barth  and  Paul  Tillich.   It  is  far  from  common  that  all 
the  articles  in  a  thematic  collection  are  worthwhile. 
These  are. 

The  editor's  contribution  ("Misogynism  and  Virginal 
Feminism  in  the  Fathers  of  the  Church")  and  Eleanor 
McLaughlin's  ("Equality  of  Souls,  Inequality  of  Sexes: 
Women  in  Medieval  Theology")  are  at  once  historically 
important  and  theoretically  rich.  Reuther's  is  impor- 
tant because  she  shows  that  the  depersonalization  and 
objectification  of  women  in  Catholicism  took  one  of  two 
forms:  either  she  was  the  receptical  for  what  in  effect 
was  male  masturbation,  or  she  was  the  object  for  creat- 
ing a  new  object:  a  child.  This  "puritan-prurient" 
image  of  woman  was  not  entombed  with  Saints  Augustine 
and  Jerome.  Today's  "sexual  liberation"  has  indeed 
de-puritanized  women's  sexual  image  but  only  to  the 
promotion  of  pruriency.  Presently,  from  Playboy  to 


peepshows,  women  are  ogled  at  as  bodies.  Their  human- 
ity remains  denied. 

Hen  and  women,  equally,  are  made  in  the  image  of 
god.   In  paradise,  as  in  Christ,  "tb. 

nor  female".   But  not  in  the  real  world  of  institution- 
alized worship.   McLaughlin's  survey  of  medieval  theol- 
ogy reveals  that  women  then,  more  so  than  now,  kn*M  I 
double  standard  which  fenced  their  freedom.   Two  life- 

-  comprised  the  choice  of  alternatives:  marriagt 
or  virginity  (and  the  latter  preferably  in  i  cloister!, 
both  of  which  reeked  of  androcentrism  and  patriarch.il 
values.   This  phenomenon  was  the  direct  result  of  chi 
"deaonizillg  of  sex  and  especially  of  female  sexuality" 
which,  according  to  theological  reasoning,  brought 
about  man's  debasement.  That  woman's  sexuality  w.i  i 
devilled  is  seen  in  the  theological  belief  that  Beel- 
zebub and  his  vassals  were  as  attracted  to  the  menstrual 
blood  of  women  as  religion  is  to  sophistry.   As  for  the 
cloistered  life  of  virginity.  Pope  Boniface  VIII's  Bull 
■r  [293  —  Periculos  --  forbade  nuns  the  right  to  even 
momentarily  leave  their  convents  without  prior  permis- 
sion from  their  local  bishop. 

With  Luther  and  protestant  theology  the  lot  of 
woman  in  marriage  was  seen  to  improve.  There  was,  of 
course,  a  proviso  in  this:  namely,  that  women's  weak- 
nesses and  failings  were  transcended  only  because  of 
'womb  and  birth'.   Anatomy  is  salvation.   Protestantism 
brought  no  change  in  the  social  status  of  women.  And 
in  contemporary  protestant  theology,  Barth  sees  the 
master/servant  relationship  as  normative  for  men  and 
women  because  it  parallels  that  of  god's  relationship 
to  man.   Guess  who's  master.   Paul  Tillich,  almost  alone 
among  theologians,  writes  of  women  with  some  awakened 
consciousness  of  their  oppression  by  religion. 

In  the  old  testament  a  woman's  sexuality  was  deemed 
to  be  the  property  of  first  her  father  and  then  her  hus- 
hand.   From  this  fundamental  guiding  tenet  the  western 
religious  tradition  and  feminism  have  been  in  contra- 
diction.  Before  looking  for  its  resolution  one  further 
point  needs  voicing. 

What  is  the  lesbian  image  in  this  tradition?  We 
know  of  course  that  it  cannot  be  positive,  yet  we  still 
need  details.  This  volume  does  absolutely  nothing  to 
shed  light  on  the  problem.   Homosexuality  is  mentioned 
once  in  passing,  the  author  speculating  that  the  medi- 
eval monastic  tracts  against  woman's  sexuality  may 
have  been  a  projection  of  the  monk's  own  repressed  homo- 
eroticism.   But  if  that  were  the  case  (and  why  not?), 
would  not  the  libidinal  attractions  within  the  cloisters 
be  homoerotic  as  well?  This  apparent  absence  of  the 
need  to  discuss  lesbianism  in  the  religious  images  of 
women  itself  reflects  the  extent  of  the  oppression  of 
woman's  sexuality  in  Judaism  and  Christianity. 

As  I  reflect  upon  the  contents  of  this  selection 
of  articles,  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  for  me 
to  comprehend  how  any  woman  with  any  degree  of  feminist 
consciousness  could  find  the  western  religious  tradition 
redeemable.  Hennings  calls  for  a  revolution  within  the 
catholic  church.   But  this  fails  to  recognize  that  fe- 
minism and  institutionalized  religion  are  antithetical 
(as  is  gayness  and  religion).  The  revolution  of  which 
she  speaks  would  not  be  one  within  the  church  but  over 
it,  because  to  revolutionize  the  church  through  feminism 
is  necessarily  to  destroy  it  as  a  church.  Why? 

Because  feminism  must  question  any  vestige  of  male 
prerogative,  and  western  religion  rests  upon  the  ulti- 
mate in  male  hegemony:  god  as  man  and  man  as  god.  The 
question  then  is  strategic.  Do  feminists  want  to  employ 
their  energies  in  church  reform  or  are  their  efforts 
best  exerted  in  political,  economic  and  social  action? 
This  is  a  question  as  well  for  gay  liberation. 

I  realize  that  the  question  of  religion  is  not  al- 
ways a  matter  of  rational  and  scientific  inquiry  --  as 
Jung  saw.   It  can  be  at  once  magnetic  and  mysten 
mutually  reinforcing.   In  its  institutionalized  forms, 
depending  on  an  ideology  of  faith  as  a  must,  religion 
can  have  a  force  which  binds.  Yet  it  is  also  a  force 
which  blinds,  even  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  ■ 
of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  this  book.  That  the  western 
religious  tradition  has  been  blind  to  the  rights  and 
needs  of  women  is  indisputable.   In  response,  women 
should  turn  their  backs  to  it.  save  to  face  it  in  com- 
bat when  necessary.  And  so  too  with  gays. 


Herb  Spiers 
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(from  page  IS) 


heads   m   subjugation.     They  are  only  now   learning  what 
it  means  to  look  with   love  eyeball-to-eyeball   with 

-.'■(ill  I  -:  , 

What  can  it  mean  to  individuals  in  the  church  that  they 
must  begin  to  conduct  the  church's  funeral,  that  they 
must  themselves  be  agents  of  the  church's  death?   It 
must  mean  at  least  risks  never  taken  before.   It  might 
mean,  on  an  action  level,  throwing  out  the  phallic 
pulpit  that  sets  one  person  higher  than  and  apart  from 
another.  Or  it  might  mean  tearing  out  puritannical 
pews  and  putting  in  comfortable  chairs  and  pillows  for 
being-with  rather  than  being-under.  Then  the  otherwise 
unused  building  can  become  a  crash-pad  or  a  refuge  for 
transients  —  surely  the  church  should  he  in  use  every 
hour  of  every  week  in  the  shelter  and  care  of  human 
beings. 

It  might  be  a  good  thing  to  use  a  generic  "she"  and 
"woman"  or  "womankind"  in  all  our  conversations  for  a 
decade  or  two  instead  of  the  masculine  generic  so  men 
can  begin  to  understand  what  it  feels  like  to  be  made 

invisible. 

You  pastors  can  refuse  to  preach  anymore,  refuse  to  be 
the  enlightened  shepherds  of  a  blind  flock.   You  can 
also  suggest  some  primitive  Christianity  in  the  form 
of  pooled  salaries  and  resources  in  our  congregation  — 
which  would  be  divided  according  to  need.  All  of  this, 
of  course,  is  with  full  knowledge  that  if  you  try  any 
of  it  you're  likely  to  be  spewed  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  church  [ironically  because  you  are  not   lukewarm). 
Then  perhaps  you  can  come  into  the  streets  and  ghettos 
of  the  secular  world  where  the  gospel  is  being  discov- 
ered and  lived. 


But  to  make  such  changes—  if  pou  should  succeed--  is 
Still  to  treat  onlv  chc  svmptoms.   He  don't  ■■■ 
where  towards  toppling  the  church  structure  until  we 
articulate  loud  and  clear  some  fundamental  essiopi 

1.  That  traditional  Christian  teaching  is  anti-i, 
it  is  antithetical  to  any  liberation  ideolot' 
enfleshment.  Christian  practice,  is  not  enfleshru  .. 
all  but  one  of  the  Western  world's  roost  eloquent  ex- 
pressions of  the  fascist  mind-set. 

2.  That  traditional  Christian  concepts  are  the  con- 
structs of  male  thinking  and  depend  for  their  perpet- 
uation upon  the  myth  of  male  superiority. 

3.  That  because  the  submission  of  women  is  essent .  i] 
to  the  church's  functioning,  the  church  has  a  vested 
interest  (economic  and  psychological)  in  perpetuating 
the  institutions  that  most  oppress  women:   the  nuclear 
family  and  the  sex-role  socialization  of  children. 

Iftien  we  admit  these  things,  then  we  can  commit  our- 
selves to  one  of  only  two  paths:  either  toppling  the 
heirarchy  completely  (which  action  would  be  the  des- 
truction of  the  church),  or  packing  up  whatever  shred 
of  personal  worth  we've  got  left  and  leaving  the  church 
entirely—  hopefully  in  a  hell-raising  burst  of  glory 
that  in  itself  may  educate  other  Christians. 

So,  as  a  woman,  as  a  Lesbian,  I  invite  you  not  to 
attempt  reform  of  the  church.   I  invite  vou  either  to 
destroy  it  or  to  desert  it.   Personal  integrity  allows 
no  other  alternatives.    ■ 

Reprinted  with  the  author's  permission  from  The  Gay 
Alternative,   swmer  197-1   (#?), 
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the  movement 

Gay  Liberation  Is  That  Important 

Over  the  last  several  years,  gay  liherationists  who  have  been  members  of  the  League  for  Socialist 
Action  in  Canada  and  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  in  the  United  States  have  had  to  leave  these  movements. 
In  most  cases  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  policies  of  the  organisations  which  made  it  impossible  for 
their  gay  members  to  involve  themselves,  as  gays,  in  the  struggle  for  gay  rights. 

Below  are  excerpts  from  the  statement  of  Maurice  Flood,  chairperson  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
in  Vancouver.  Flood  was  active  in  the  beginnings  of  GATE  Vancouvef  and  has  been  a  key  activist  in  it  since 
the  summer  of  1971.  Mis  activity  was  never  sanctioned  by  the  LSA  or  its  leadership.   Flood  claims  that  he 
remains  a  Trotskyist  and  critizes  the  LSA  and  its  rival  groups  from  that  standpoint. 


For  as  long  as  the  radicalisation  in  the  homosexual  com- 
munity has  been  a  feature  of  North  American  life  some  gay 
members  of  the  Trotskyist  movement  have  sought  to  convince 
their  groups  to  embrace  this  unforseen  development.  They 
urged  the  Trotskyist  movement  to  help  propel  this  ferment 
in  a  clear  anti-capitalist  direction  through  positive  pol- 
itical initiatives  that  would  interject  proletarian  modes 
of  struggle  in  gay  liberation.  They  hypothesized  that 
gay  liberation  would  play  an  ongoing  role  in  the  pervasive 
questioning,  now  underway,  of  bourgeois  social  norms. 
They  thought  this  because  the  suppression  of  homosexual 
behaviour  in  decaying  class  society  and  the  beginnings  of 
the  struggle  for  human  sexual  liberation,  which  finds 
expression  in  the  current  feminist  and  gay  movements, 
pose  questions  which  can  find  solution  only  in  a  complete 
overthrow  of  existing  social  and  property  relations  and 
the  construction  of  a  socialist  society.  They  heW  that 
the  suppression  and  distortion  of  human  sexual  potential 
and  the  ban  against  homosexual  activity  in  particular  form 
part  of  the  ideological  glue  holding  class  society  togeth- 
er. Anti-homosexualism  is  part  of  the  modus  operandi  of 
class  rule.  This  is  achieved  by  regimentation  of  the  work- 
ing class  through  compulsory  monogamy  as  expressed  in  Holy 
Matrimony  and  the  nuclear  family.  The  necessity  and  abil- 
ity of  the  workers  to  overcome  the  sexist  divisions  in 
the  working  class  will  itself  be  a  gauge  of  their  abil- 
ity to  carry  through  a  revolution  on  the  North  American 
continent.  Gay  Liberation  is  that  important! 

The  zest  of  gay  revolutionaries  found  no  reflection  inside 
the  Trotskyist  movement.  Their  efforts  met  with  cold  in- 
difference and  outright  hostility.  The  leadership  at  no 
time  launched  a  thorough-going  scientific  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  human  sexuality  and  its  objective  role  in 
the  revolutionary  process.  They  failed  to  develop  a  pro- 
gramme of  internal  education  of  their  members.  The  ef- 
fect and  purpose  of  their  thinking  and  attitude  was  to 
hold  back  and  artificially  downplay  the  importance  of 
the  gay  movement.  The  result  is  that  the  Trotskyist 
movement  as  a  whole  remains  stranded  on  the  shores  of  Ann 
Landers  liberalism. 

The  leadership  has  never  advanced  a  coherent  reason  for 
evading  the  implications  of  gay  liberation,  beyond  a 
priori  assertions  that  gay  liberation  is  "limited"  in 
scope  to  civil  rights:  a  side  show  worthy  of  social  dem- 
ocrats, but  not  revolutionaries.  They  still  hide  behind 
reductionist  hints  that  gay  liberation  is  peripheral  to 
the  class  struggle  in  that  it  is,  summed  up,  a  campaign 
for  "democratic  rights".   Even  if  the  last  were  the  case: 
so  what!  They  shamelessly  toyed  with  the  classic  Marxist 
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position  that  revolutionaries  champion  all  the  struggles 
of  the  oppressed,  the  struggle  for  "democratic  rights" 
included.  And  not  as  an  onerous  duty  but  as  an  honour. 

For  the  most  part  the  LSA/YS  has  opportunistically  con- 
cealed its  inadequate  support  for  gay  rights  by  occasion- 
ally tipping  its  hat  in  the  direction  of  gay  liberation. 
A  liberal-reformist,  Rosemary  Brown  CNDP  MLA,  Vancouver- 
Burrard)  supported  gay  rights  from  a  public  podium  lonp 
before  any  'leader'  of  the  LSA/YS  summoned  the  energy. 

The  immediate  situation  in  the  Canadian  gay  movement  com- 
pels me  to  speak  out  against  the  practice  of  the  LSA/YS 
and  forces  me  to  renounce  membership  in  it. 

What  the  LSA/YS  has  done  ...  is  quite  extraordinarily 
hypocritical.  During  campus  Gay  Pride  Week  (in  Winnipeg) 
a  gay  comrade  from  the  Winnipeg  YS  joined  a  panel  of 
speakers  from  Gays  For  Equality  to  speak  on  a  "radical 
perspective  on  gay  liberation."  Given  that  the  com- 
rade has  virtually  no  experience  in  gay  liberation,  given 
that  the  LSA/YS  has  had  no  policy  of  involving  gay  com- 
rades in  the  gay  movement,  and  has  had  no  line  on  gay 
liberation,  the  idea  of  such  a  talk  being  presented  would 
seem  funny  if  it  were  not  such  an  insult.  One  shot  doses 
on  radical  perspectives  are  no  subsitute  for  real  in- 
volvement in  the  living  struggle  to  build  the  gay  movement 

The  LSA/YS  is  not  interested  in  gay  politics  —  not  for 
one  second  have  they  considered  what  was  good  for  gay 
liberation.  They  did  not  listen  four  years  ago  and  they 
do  not  listen  now.  I  denounce  the  callousness  of  the  LSA/ 
YS,   and  disassociate  myself,   as  a  Marxist,   from  the  tact- 
ics of  the  LSA/YS  vith  respect  to  the  gay  movement. 

If  the  oppressed  grow  weary  of  them  as  a  result  of  their 
opportunism,  like  clever  lawyers  the  members  of  the  LSA/ 
YS  will  wrap  themselves  in  revolutionary  purity  and  place 
the  burden  of  acrimony  entirely  onto  the  oppressed. 

I  confidently  expect  that  the  gay  movement  in  Toronto  can 
see  through  these  dabblers  in  gay  liberation.  The  recent 
attack  on  homosexuality  by  The  Toronto  Star  is  presently 
causing  the  LSA/RMG  to  stumble  over  each  other  to  get  in 
line  to  flirt  with  the  gay  liberation  movement:  the  move 
ment  they  said  with  pompous  cockiness  was  "going  nowhere. 

FOR  MARXISM! 

FOR  HOMOSEXUAL  LIBERATION! 
Maurice  J.  Flood 
November  7,  1974. 


Fag  Rag 


Cay  Male  Quarterly 

P.O  BOX  331 
KENMORE  STATION 
BOSTON.  MASS  02215 


t*x 


gay  Iteration  press 


an  auatralian  homosexual  magaz 
ine  dealing  with   Idea*  about 
gay   liberation 

12   iasues    subscription    (2nd 
claaa  airmail   to  Canada  &  uaa) 
A$10.00 

send    to:    gay    liberation  or«ii 
o.o.    box  A76,    Sydnev  Sth,   2000, 
nsv,   austral  la ^^^ 


-  THE  BODY  POLITIC - 


gay  seminarian  (from  page  J?) 


There  was  a  forum  on  Homosexuality  at  the  Universitv, 
with  a  panel  comprised  of  a  representative  of  the  HeH 
Iforl  Hattachine  Society,  a  sociologist,  a  theologian, 
and  others.   It  cause.!  a  sensation  (this  was,  remember. 

over  a  decade  ago).  A  record  attendance  of  over  Z, 

was  set.  Unbelievable  statements  like,  "I'm  not  one  but 
some  of  my  best  friends  are..."  were  made.   But  except 
for  a  few  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  sickness  statements 
from  the  theologues  and  the  shrink,  it  was  good-na- 
tured, friendly  and  positive  in  the  resolution  that  ho- 
mosexuals were  not  a  danger  to  society,  and  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  live  their  own  lives.   I  felt  elated 
and  proud.  The  next  day  in  a  New  Testament  class,  the 
professor  railed  against  the  forum,  its  resolution,  and 
the  large  attendance,  saying  that  a  forum  on  World  Hun- 
ger would  not  draw  so  well. 


I  conceded  the  last  was  probably  true, 
meant  was  that  homosexuality  more  close 
people  at  the  university  than  hunger. 
1  told  him  I  was  surprised  at  his  att 
tifieJ  by  telling  me  that  when  he  was  a 
16  year  old  boy  of  his  parish  had  been 
and  had  become  a  prostitute.   I  replied 
did  not  automatically  lead  to  prostitut 
that  he  would  not  condemn  heterosexual! 
a  girl  seduced. 


but  that  all  that 
ly  affected  the 
After  the  class, 
ude,  which  he  jus- 
parish  priest,  a 
educed  by  a  man 
that  seduction 
on,  and  opined 
y  if  it  had  been 


Well,  I  had  put  up  some  defence,  but  I  was  sickened  by 
my  inability  to  simply  say,  "Father,  I  am  a  homosexual 
and  others  of  us  here  are  homosexuals,  and  you  are  wrong 
no  matter  how  many  quotations  from  Paul  or  church  autho- 
rities you  can  dig  up.  And  you  have  no  right  to  talk  to 
us  or  about  us  in  that  manner."  But  I  didn't  say  it, 
and  because  1  didn't,  everything  soured  inside  me,  and 
shortly  thereafter,  I  left  the  seminary  for  good. 

About  a  year  ago,  I  came  to  the  city  where  I  now  live, 
a  city  thousands  of  miles  from  that  of  the  seminary. 
One  of  the  Anglican  parish  priests  here  is  a  man  who 
was  at  seminary  with  me--  a  homosexual  man.   Now,  he  is 
married  with  two  children.   But  he  is  homosexual,  and 
looks  longingly  at  my  boyfriends  on  the  rare  occasions 
we  meet.   I  think  I  disturb  him.   Recently,  he  said  to 
me  "Keep  in  touch.   I  always  think  you  are  going  to  he 
murdered  in  some  dark  alley  and  I  won't  know  about  it." 
This  closeted  priest  with  whom  I  used  to  go  for  gay 
weekends  in  New  York  has  that  distorted  a  picture  of  my 
life-styleas  a  gay  person.   I  think  these  distortions 
have  come  about  because  of  the  criminal  refusal  of  the 
church  to  look  at  homosexuals  as  they  are,  its  refusal 
to  accept  perspectives  other  than  its  own,  and,  most  of 
all,  its  refusal  to  admit  the  facts  of  the  variety  of 
the  human  experience.   ■ 


letters  (from   page    3) 

s  exciting  but,  oh  my  god, 
you  will  go  to  hell  after  it 
and  once  there  it  is  all  sex 

ithout  fulfillment.  [Guess 
which  film  will  be  released 
first  for  general  screening.) 
So  what  does  this  all  have 
to  do  with  the  purpose  of 
this  letter?  I  think  it  is 
indicative  of  the  (maybe  un- 
avoidable) trap  TBP  might  be 
falling  into.  In  an  attempt 
to  break  through'  to  a  larger 
audience  TBP,  neglecting  its 
primary  goal  of  sexual  libe- 
ration, is  trying  simultan- 
eously to  cater  to  women's 
I  i on,  to  the  neople  in 
the  ghetto,  to  the  moral  out- 

:e  of  liberals  (when  it 
reports  the  denial  of  civil 
rights  for  a  minority.) 

Women  will  consider  TBP's 
attempt  as  tokenism,  those 


in  the  gay  ghetto  will  turn 
to  the  ad  page  and  conclude 
that  the  Advocate's  ads  are 
kickier,  liberals  will  fully 
agree,  but  only  so  long  as 
sanctioned  taboos  remain  se- 
cure. Anyone  who  doubts  the 
last  point  need  look  no  far- 
ther than  the  Star's  recent 
editorial. 

TBP  has  certainly  been 
successful  in  balancing  it 
ideological  affiliations  and 
perhaps  at  this  time  this 
the  only  possible  approach 
for  a  gay  journal  in  this 
country.  But  a  balancing  act 
is  always  a  precarious  pro- 
position. And  I  have  serious 
doubts  about  the  course  the 
paper  is  pursuing. 

Richard  Mehringer 
Toronto 


classifieds        (from   page    26) 
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ene.M  publication  4  onlj   inc.     Clas- 
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jrticles.   Send  SI, 00  for   info  a  or- 
n>r  form.      fJR  £nl. ,  POB  32.  Dept. 
ESP,  Mad.     Sq.   Sta.,  NIC.  10010. 


.R1TICS  ACCLAIM 

light  to  Hell.  The  New  York  Re- 

Of  COCksucklng".  "Fast  mating, 
extremely  useful."  --  Gore  Vidal.  ". 
the  roughest,  raunchiest,  most  expli 
Citly  seiual  gay  publication  I've  ev 
;en."  Brian  Van  der  Korst,  The 
>  (Ne*  York).  2  sample  Isst 
Cheques  payable  to  Cash,  please, 
Please  do  not  use  "STH"  in  address  — 
:  Box  982,  Radio  City  Station, 
York  10019. 
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Gay  and  Feminist  Literature  Resourse 
List  Free:  Valuable  Guide  tn  obtain- 
ing Books,  Pamphlets,  etc,  Write: 
Southam  Gay  Liberator,  P.O.  Box  2118, 
Boca  Raton,  Florida  33432.  Self-ad- 
dressed and  STAMPED  envelope  a  must. 
Bookstores'   Send  most  recent  cata- 
logue and  get  listed  on  our  third 
Ht  list  free. 
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Skies  of  gny  „c  |wd  JS  bluBi 

half  a  roos'i   as   good    ,is    lag, 
and  broken  hearts  arc  good  as  new 
when  somebody   loves  you 
really   (rue. 

When   somebody    loves   you 
everything  items  easy, 
dull  November  seems   like  May 
dreary  work  goes   light  and  gay 
and  sorry  trouble*  melt  away 
when  somebody   loves  you 
every  day. 


MOUTH  OF  THE  DRAGON 

ft  Poetry  Journal  of  Hale  Love.     On 

sale  at  Androgyny  Bookshop,  Montreal; 

Gotham  Book  Mart,   NYC;     Groller  Gook- 

shnp  Baston;  and  Meridian  Books,  Pht- 

"adelphia. 


When 

■a*  bod] 

oves  you 

so  you  lie  and 

at  things 

ry  and  loi 

■OBObodj 

I  do... 

Nell 

in  the  „c 

«  Issue 

al  dull 

■£■] 

.  Bye  foi 

now,   I 

Station  q, 

st  outfit 

In  a   jay 

world. 

Homosexuality  in  Literature  First  *av  hook  catalog 

Five-        c-    i,i  ever  Published!   Over  700 

Booksellers  *  itemS   °f  SC3rCe  and  OUt   of  f,rint 

Booksellers  .novels,    non-fiction  and  hiogranh- 

8  -UP  Broadway  ,  ica,  works_    $2     „s  *     P_ 

Elmhurst,   N.Y.    11373  »  ductahle   from  first  order. 
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classifieds 


We  welcome  your  ads.  Please  include  payment  with  your 
ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad. 
You  may  use  the  Body  Politic  address  (Box  7289,  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9)  as  your  return  address;  we  'Jill 
hold  replies  for  pick-up  at  193  Carlton  St.  in  Toronto 
(no  charge)  or  forward  them  to  another  address  ($1.00 
per  ad  per  issue). 

Please  note  that  beginning  in  the  next  issue,    #17, 
businesses  and  commercial  services  will  be  charged  at 
the  new  rate  of  10$  per  word.     Ads  for  individuals  will 
remain  at  5$  per  word. 

All  replies  for  ads  listing  a  Drawer  number  should  be  ad- 
dressed a/o  the  Body  Politic,   Box  7289,   Stn.  A,   Toronto, 
Ontario  MSW    1X9.  . 


Attractive,  young  professional  Orient- 
al male  24,   S'7",  light  tan  complemon 
slim,  masculine,  sensitive,   thoughtful 
and   humourous  sometimes;  enjoys  out- 
door nature,  music,   paintings,  and 
quiet  moments;  interested  in  simple, 
elegant  forms  and  deep  discussion.   I 
seek  an  attractive,  slim  or  trim  youngGayprl 
man  who  enjoys  tetter  environment  foi 
meaningful   friendship.     Reply  to  Dra 


■  137. 


Young  gay  male,  26.  desires  friend- 
ship and  outings  with  others  aged  be- 
tween 34-35  years  old.      Write  Drawer 
126. 

Guy  135  lbs.  30  yrs.  old  S'8",  stra- 
ight app.  versatile,  would  like  to 
meet  tall  masc.  guys  (no  ferns  or  B. 
S.)  to  share  furn.  apt.  Dixon  Isling- 
ton area  for  friendship  &  good  times. 
Call  to  rap  a  while.  (416)  248-4527 
after  6  wkdys.     All   day  Sat.   S  Sun. 


Geeiin- 


mI.: 


hair,  medlur 
The  p 


21. 


,   165  lbs.,  brown 
and  attractive. 


i  I'i 


interested   i 


Write  Ge- 


stncere  and  also  looking  for  a  per- 
manent relationship.     Write  and  tell 
me  about  yourself,   tikes  and  1 
ests.     Photo  appreciated, 
ordy,  c/o  Drawer  12V. 

I'm  very  Interested  in  meeting  people. 
I'm  a  writer  and  singer  and  plan  to 
tour  Canada  from  January  to  June.  Re- 
ply to:  Mr.  Alan  Voung,   Bote  69.  Lon- 
don. Ohio,  43140,  USA. 

Transvesttte.     New  In  Toronto  area. 
Tall,   femme  and  very  attractive.   I 
love  to  dress,  feel  and     act  like  a 
woman  1n  every  way.     Especially  in- 
terested  in  meeting  new  people  for 
dating,  parties,  and  fun  get-toget- 
hers.    Also  welcome  make-up,  photo, 
and  fashion  sessions  and  just  plain 
talk  from  all   Interested  parties  & 
other  TV's.     I'm  looking  forward  to 
hearing  from  you.     Your  correspond- 
ence promptly  answered.     If  possible 
send  photo.      If  in  Toronto  area.  In- 
clude phone  »  for  fast  get-back. 
Discretion  assured  and  requested. 
Write  Janet,  Orawer  132. 

Young  European  executive,  31,  6*2', 
165  lbs.,  good-looking,  living  in  ru- 
ral area  near  Toronto,  I  am  mascul- 
ine, sensitive  and  interested  in 
classical  music. and  theatre.  I  like 
sunbathing,  long  talks  and  nature.  I 
seek  a  friend  for  a  long-lasting  re- 
lationship with  same  interests.  Draw- 
er 111. 


Lonesome1  cowboy,  young  and  handsome, 
easygoing,  well   educated,  white, 
has  good  cowboy,  police  and   leather 
outfits.   Like  high  cut  cowboy  boots. 
Seek  other  cowboys,   truck  drivers 
and  cops  for  lasting  friendship  and 
mutual  enjoyment.     Will   share  apt. 
with  right  guy.     Please,  no  drugs, 
drunks,  ferns,  fats  or  hippies  — 
just  clean  cut  white  masculine  guys 
Reply  with  photo  (if  possible)  and 
.phone   to  Drawer  117. 

Young  (23)  submissive  gay  (Fr.  act./ 
grk  pas.)  seeks  dominant,  liardbuilt, 
mean-mouthed  !eather/levi  dude  (25- 
37)  for  training  In  w/s,  bottom  wor- 
ship, related  activities.  Prefer 
beard  and  moustache.  Be  mean--  com- 
mand me  in  writing.  Lusty  photo  ap- 
preciated. Son.  1206,  Stong  Res,, 
York  U.,  4700  Keele,  Downsview,  On- 
tario H3J  2R3. 

New  York  executive,  European  born, 
early  40's,  6'2".   178  lbs.,  attract 


Attractive,  masculine  young  Michi- 
gan w/m,  former  model,  TV  personali- 
ty, frequent  weekend  Toronto  visitor 
Am  inexperienced  bisexual,  athletic, 
5'9",  160  lbs.,  41"  chest.  30"  waist 
Would  like  to  meet  masculine  w/m  to 
30,  tikes  sex  and  wilt  show  me  Toro- 
nto. No  drugs,  fats.  Send  details, 
photo.  Box  2603,  Detroit.  48231, 
Michigan,  U.S.A. 

POSSIBLE  DREAM:  Serious  minded  good- 
natured,  young-looking  professional 
man.  35,  slim,  smooth,  attractive,  6 
ft..  150,  masculine  but  versatile, 
seeks  compatible,  emotionally  mature 
mate,  25-35,  to  share  life's  many 
joys-hone,  garden,  books,  classical 
music,  plays,  art,   films,   travel, 
affectionate     sex.     Photo  please. 
Box  946,  Station  K.  Toronto. 


!,  5'10",  ol ive  comp- 
lexion,    black  Afro,  brown  eyes, 
■ants  to  hear  from  older  gays  with 
an  open  mind.     Scorpio,  cute,  ver- 
satile.    Seeks  lover.     Write  to  Char- 
les Johnson,   136-SS9,  Box  69,  London, 
Ohio  43140,  U.S.A. 


Black  male,  21  yrs..  5  ft.  11  inches, 
175  lbs.  I  would  like  very  much  to 
correspond  with  some  Gay  Men,  that 
wouldn't  mind  spending  some  time  1n 
search  of  a  lasting  relationship.  I 
am  lonely.  Reply  to:  Warren  Hash, 
B-48271.  Box  A-E.  San  Luis,  Obispo. 
Calif.,  93409,  U.S.A. 

Gay  prisoner  would  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  about  the  scene  on  the 
outside.     AH   letters  appreciated. 
Reply  to:  Clyde  L.   Cremeans,  #133-311 
Box  78?,  Lucasvilte.  Ohio.  45648. 


Handsome  youth,  » 
dowed  tired  of  ba> 
one  for  semi-steady 
sual  acquaintances  < 
Reply  to  Orawer  127 


11-bultt,  well-en- 


Other 


o*    C 


Driving  to  Ml 
4.  Room  for 
ply  to  Orawer 


118. 


:ulir 


but  i 


Three  room  unfurnished  apartment  in 
Parkdale  renovated  house.  Private 
entrance  and  garden.  Suitable  for 
couple  or  single.  $175  monthly  in- 
cludes utilities.  Available  immed- 
iately.    536-6232. 


Quality  Confidential  Film  Processing. 
Kodacolour  developed  and  printed,  la 
Ex.  S3. 90.  20  Ex.  J5.90.  Ektachrome 
slides  20  Ex.,  S2.00,  36  Ex..  13.00. 
8  ndi  Movies  S4.00.  Polaroid  copies. 
Spectra.  Box  258  BP.  Syracuse.  NY 
13201,  USA. 


GAY  MEN  AND  WOMEN  advertise  In  our 
publication.  Free  advertisement  * 


discreet,     interested  In  arts, 

slcal  music,   theatre,  and  natui  _    _. 

an  honest  and  serious  friend  in  Can- 
ada  (21   to  45)  with  similiar  inter-         Commune,  non-paired,  based 
ests  and  physique  for  long-lasting  to  know  one  another.     Call   Keith  or      .. 

and  mutually  rewarding  relationship. 
Orawer  140. 


ting  IIYC  lOOtO,  USA, 


.  964-7517. 


WAT  010  YOU  EXPECT...?" 

by  Michael   Cohen 

Gay  male  wanted  to  share  co-operative  s0flgs  about  the  experiences  of  being 

Young  Englishman  downtown.   Interests     house  with  four  others.     Own  bedroom.  yQUng  and  gay,  by  a  brilliant  new 


SEJ/month.  close  to  downtown  and  n 
subway.  Available  immediately.  Tel. 
461-7174, 


ishes  to 
liiilar  with  view  to  possible  (not  de- 
finite) permanent  relationship.   Box 
10S4.  Station  A,  Toronto.    

MICHIGAN  GAY 

Greek  passive.  Well   educated,   travel-  lit 
led.  Sincere  and  open  to  many  scenes,  per 
Jean,  8ox  31.  East  Lansing 
48823.  USA. 


GAY  MALE  COMMUNE  seeks  seventh  per- 


jidered  i 


364-6731. 


CHINESE  FROM  TORONTO 
19,  5  ft.  8  inch,   140  lbs.  Good-look- 
ing and  medium  built.     Seeks  slncei 
possibly 


GAY  HOUSE.     Spaces  open  in  gay  house 
as  of  Oecember  15.     Good  transit 
line,   S48  per  month  basic,  plus  uti- 
lities.    Phone  465-1403  after  5  PH. 


:ionshic 


White  male,  25.  5'8".   140  lbs,  brown 
hair,  medium  build,  considered  very 
attractive  would  like  to  meet  a  warm, 
masculine  person  aged  24  to  30  for  a 
relationship  that  could  be  permanent. 
Am  not  a  barfly  but  do  enjoy  a  night 
out  occasionally.     Like  very  much  to 
meet  a  university  educated  man  with 
interests  that  ctend  beyond  man- 
hunting.     You  must  be  slim  to  medium 
build,  average  to  good-looking  and 
able  to  enjoy  a  quiet  evening  at 
home.     Will   accept  all   replies  acc- 
ompanied by  a  picture  and  a  phone 
number.      Sam  c/o  Drawer  98. 

Bisexual,  white,  businessman,  47, 
S/9,  166,  good  education,  excellent 
physical   shape.   Interested  in  meeting/ 
coressponding  with  gay/bl  blacks  with 
similar  backgrounds.     Drai*r  94. 


th  guys 
6-35  based  on  trust,  sincerity 
and  affection.  New  to  the  gay  world 
but  willing  to  learn.  Am  non-smoker 
and  slight  drinker.  Considered  very 
sociable  and  likeable.  Do  enjoy  quiet 
weekends  at  home  with  music  and  talks  EKperjenced  English  produc 

er  (late  twenties)  at  present  » 
ther  stagnant  British  record  company 
seeks   interesting   position   recording/ 
television  1n  Canada.     Please  can  any- 
help 


-..iger/composer/musiclan.   Lyrics  en- 
closed:   ("8582,   S6.98).   Also:   ERIC 
BENTLEY  SIIIGS  "QUEEN  OF  42nd  STREET" 
and  other  songs  by  French  poet  Jacques 
prevert  S  composer  Joseph  Kosma.  Book- 
let enclosed:    (f3S31,  S6.98).   Records 
for  women,   including  Gertrude  Stein, 
poetry,  political.  Since  1947.  over 
1500  records   in  print.  Catalogue:    25C, 
Order  from:   FOLKWAYS  RECORDS   (BP), 
43  West  61    St.,   Hew  York.  N.Y.    10023, 
USA.  Please  pay  In  US  funds  only. 

Terminus  Baths.  Always  open.  600  Bay 
e  the  bus  terminal.   Private  rooms 
kers. 


Reply  t 


BUCK  OR  OTHER  NATIONALITIES 
25  year  old  white  male.  140  lbs.. 
5'8",  green  eyes,  orig.   from  S.  Am- 
erica, would  like  to  hear  about  slii 
guys,   pref.  black  or  dark  complexioi 
or  other  nationalities  for  friendsh 
and  good  times.     I'm  fond  of  music, 
travelling,  and  dancing,     would  appre- 
ciate replies  with  photo  4  phone  num- 
ber.    No  femmes  pis.     Write  to  Eduardo 
c/o  Orawer  139.  ,       

ArtUt.  writer.  28.  S'8".  135  lbs., 
attractive,  gay  male  person  -  would 
like  to  meet  gay  person(s)  in  Peter- 
borough. 328  Parkhlll  Rd.,  H..  Pet- 
erborough. 


over  there?     Laur 


;r/songwrlt 


GAY  CONTACT  CLUB 

For  free  personality  questionnaire. 

write  to  I.S.6.A.,  Box  142.  Station 

Q.  Toronto,  M4T  219.     We  make  sure 

ndustry    you  meet  people  suited  to  you,  all 


,   23,   Sandown  Clo: 


Cranford.  Middlesex,  England. 


ages  from  21  up  welcome.  Identity 
of  full  members  disclosed  only  If 
acceptance  of  proposed  contacts  gi- 
ven based  on  information  and  photos 
sent  first.  Hundreds  of  members  *- 
cross  Canada  and  very  widely  adver- 
tised. Membership  lists  you  choose 
your  own  contacts  from  available 
coast  to  coast  and  m  U.S.  Low 
rates  for  students,  free  If  you  are 
21.  Join  I.S.8.A.  today! 

(continued  on  page  2S) 
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TRlMY-fOLLIES  REVIEW 

ALL  MALE  CAST  FROM  TORONTO  TO  NEW  YORK  CITY 

SflTyKMY-ni55  C05H05  CONTEST 

AND  VARIETY  SHOW 
MISS  COSMOS  WILL  RECEIVE 

51000.00 

2nd  RUNNER  UP  $200.00  3rd  RUNNER  UP  $100.00 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  MISS  COSMOS  CONTEST  MAT   BE  REQUESTED  WITH  TICKET  PURCHASE 

•  NIGHT  CLUB  ATMOSPHERE  •DANCING  &  LIVE  DJ 

•  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES  &  POOD  AVAILABLE 

TICKETS     ADVANCE  S20.00  FOR  BOTH  NIGHTS 
Per  Person    AT  THE  DOOR  $15  00 -EACH  NIGHT 


m 


Please  send  me, 

o 

name: 

■4— • 

E 

address: 

dy  Politii 

.ox  7289, 

A,  Tore 

X 

" '"■           enuuuised  find 

£ 

6  issues  -  regular  subscription*  Q  $2.25  [3 $3. 00   (U.S.) 
6  issues  -  first  class                       □  $3.  25  O$4.00   (U.S.) 

^ 

6  issues  -  air  mail    (overseas)       Q  $4.00 

o>  O  "££ 

_,_• 

back  issues  1   to   15                         Q  $5.50  O$7.00   (U.S.) 

~     "—      CD 

C 

single  hack  issues                           □  $   .40  0$   .50   (U.S.) 

J—   Q_   CO 

O 

*regular  subscriptions  are  sent  2nd  class, 
and  have   "The  Body  Politic"  on  the  outside. 

